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FOREWORD
Our work areas reflect the ambitions of the 25 Year Environment
Plan, and places our partnership in a strong position to help
deliver the Government’s ambitions at a local level.

Our Local Nature Partnership (LNP) has come a long way since
its creation in 2012. We have fostered strong working relationships
with the economic, health and environment partnerships in our
area, so we can understand our role in making the links between
the environment, the economy and people’s health.
We have commissioned a range of projects that are exploring how
the environment underpins economic aspirations for our area, giving
new value to the range of benefits the natural environment provides
for free. We want to create opportunities for new investment into our
precious natural assets so that we can reverse the decline in our
wildlife locally and address major issues such as climate change.

Alan Menzies
Chair, Hull and East Yorkshire LNP
Director of Planning and Economic Regeneration, East Riding of Yorkshire Council
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OVERVIEW
In 2012 the Hull and East Yorkshire Local Nature
Partnership (LNP) achieved formal Government
status as one of 47 LNPs across England,
tasked to change how we work with the natural
environment and show how it benefits people
and the economy.

We will do this by strengthening local action to invest in the
natural environment. We will work with key stakeholders and
collaborate with decision makers such as the Local Enterprise
Partnerships (LEPs), Health and Wellbeing Boards, local authorities
and the business community.

Southern Hawker
Dragonfly

This LNP acts strategically to set out how the natural
environment is managed whilst promoting its value towards
achieving social and economic outcomes in the Hull and East
Yorkshire area. We will make sure that nature’s inherent value,
and the value of the free services it provides to the economy and
the people who live here, is taken into account in local decisions.
The LNP can change the way we work and build a successful
sustainable future for the area by creating a positive dialogue about
the natural environment. Partners will help each other to achieve the
things they want, and unlock our natural potential by:

RECOGNISING OPPORTUNITIES
INSPIRING OTHERS
CREATING OWNERSHIP
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OUR AIMS

HOW WILL THE LNP ADD VALUE?
INFLUENCE DECISIONS

We will maximise investment in the natural
environment that creates benefits for people
and the economy:
1.

Act as a local voice in national discussions with government
departments, and strengthen natural links in local strategies.

WORK AT A MEANINGFUL LEVEL FOR CHANGE
Promote landscape-scale change, and strengthen and develop green
networks that create more natural assets, a sustainable economy and
improved health.

Support sustainable development
Develop the role that the natural environment plays in
local economies.

IMPROVE COMMUNICATION
Improve people’s understanding of the wide variety of local activities
to discover opportunities to work better together.

Guide strategic planning.

2.

SUPPORT LOCAL ACTIVITY

Promote the value of the natural environment

Identify and support funding opportunities and promote best practice
to foster more effective delivery.

Ensure the natural environment is mainstreamed in
decision making.
Promote the health and wellbeing benefits that the natural
environment provides.

Poppies

Promote the role of the natural environment in meeting the
challenges of climate change.

3.

Create a healthy natural environment
Contribute to sustainable land, sea and coastal
management.
Enhance green infrastructure working at landscape-scale.
Promote alternative ways of managing water by utilising
natural processes.
Champion the natural environment – promote investment in
our degraded natural environment to local decision makers.
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THE LNP
STRUCTURE
AND OPERATION

‘Task and finish’ groups are formed by the Board to discuss
significant issues or deliver specific projects to achieve the LNP’s
aims. In line with the Natural Environment White Paper and the
Lawton Report, the LNP is working at a landscape scale, changing
whole ecosystems rather than just individual sites.
The LNP is identifying the key landscapes in its area to focus activity,
some of which includes working with neighbouring LNPs that share
important landscapes, such as the Wolds, the Humber and the
Humberhead Levels. The work in these landscapes will be holistic,
benefiting not only wildlife, but also the people that live and work there.

The LNP represents over 40 interested groups
and organisations in the public, private,
community and voluntary sectors.

The LNP works with a range of local and national partnerships
and groups to deliver its objectives efficiently, identify funding
opportunities and promote the benefits of the natural environment
to a variety of sectors.

It is directed by a Partnership Board, representing a wide range of
interests and areas reliant upon the natural environment.

The Board includes the following organisations:

Hedgehog

East Riding of
Yorkshire Council

National Farmers

East Riding of
Yorkshire Public
Health Team
(representing the
health sector)

Natural England

Environment Agency
Groundwork Hull
Hull City Council
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Union

University of Hull
Representative of the
business sector
Yorkshire Wildlife
Trust (representing
wildlife charities)

THE VALUE
OF HULL AND
EAST YORKSHIRE

The Lower Derwent Valley supports one of the best
examples of traditionally managed species-rich flood
meadow habitat in the UK. It also supports internationally
important populations of wintering waterfowl.
The Hull valley is one of the largest areas of reclaimed fen
in England, with a history of land drainage going back 700
years. The River Hull’s headwater chalk streams are the
most northerly in the UK. This internationally rare habitat
supports declining species such as the venomous water
shrew, brook and river lamprey, and brown trout.

The partnership area is home to some
of Britain’s most important wildlife.

The sand dunes of the Spurn Peninsula, one of the best
places in the country to watch migrating birds.

The towering chalk cliffs of the Flamborough Headland
and Bempton Cliffs support the largest mainland seabird
breeding colony in the UK, including one of the largest
kittiwake colonies and the only gannet colony in England.

The internationally important mudflats and saltmarshes of
the Humber Estuary is one of the most important estuaries
in Europe for breeding and overwintering birds, supporting
nine species of international importance including avocet,
marsh harrier, golden plover and bar-tailed godwit. An
average of 120,000 waterbirds visit each winter.

Internationally important chalk reefs extend up to 6km
offshore off Flamborough Head and support some of the
best and most diverse reef habitats in the UK, including
rocky shores and kelp forest.

Pyramidal
Orchid

Hornsea Mere, Yorkshire’s largest natural freshwater
lake, is internationally important for its migratory
population of gadwall.

The chalk grasslands,
woodlands and
streams of the
Yorkshire Wolds
support the most
northerly range in
England for numerous
species at risk, and is
one of the best areas in
country for barn owls.

A plethora of iconic species on land, sea and air, including
water voles, otters, brown hares, puffins, red kites,
lapwings, seals and whales.
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The built environment of Hull and the towns of East
Yorkshire support a range of iconic but threatened
species. Swallows, house martins, swifts and many bat
species nest and roost in buildings. Nationally declining
hedgehogs and toads are reliant upon our gardens and
green spaces.

THE VALUE OF HULL
AND EAST YORKSHIRE’S
NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT
A

B
The rolling hills of the
Yorkshire Wolds are one of
the richest archaeological
landscapes in England.
Its iconic landscapes are
an inspiration for artists like
David Hockney.

C

The Lower Derwent
Valley’s floodplain
meadows and
wetlands are a key
store of carbon as well
as a sediment trap,
helping clean the river.

F

E

D

A

EAST RIDING OF YORKSHIRE
B

C

HULL

D
Walking trails such as the
Wolds Way, Centenary Way,
Chalkland Way, Minster Way
and England Coast Path
give great opportunities
to explore the natural and
cultural heritage of the area.

The development of Gypsey Race
Park as a green corridor along the
chalk stream is an important part of
Bridlington’s regeneration plans. It
provides recreational opportunities,
improved habitats for wildlife and an
attractive edge for development sites.

E

H

F
The offshore chalk reef habitats
provide an essential nursery for aquatic
species, supporting the local fishing
economy and making Bridlington
Britain’s leading shell fishing ports.

G

H

Over 300,000 seabirds nest
around the cliffs of Filey and
Flamborough, making it a great
coast for bird watching as well
as seal and whale spotting.
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The Humber Estuary is home
to the largest port complex
in England, whose ports and
wharves handle 14% of the UK’s
international trade. Its intertidal
habitats have an important
role in managing flood risk to
communities and businesses.

G
Spurn Peninsula plays a natural
role in flood defence for the
Humber ports. It is a fantastic
place to see migratory birds,
with its own Migration Festival.

THE ENVIRONMENT UNDERPINS
OUR LOCAL ECONOMY
Agricultural land makes up 90% of East Yorkshire’s area.
Agriculture, forestry and fishing are worth over £323 million
to the Hull and East Yorkshire economies (2016 figures).

South Landing
Flamborough

The visitor economy in Hull and East Yorkshire is worth
£757 million per annum supporting 2,300 businesses and
24,000 jobs. In East Yorkshire, seaside tourism supports
3,400 jobs and produces an estimated GVA of £56 million.
The Humber Estuary is an important industrial area and
trade gateway, averaging 40,000 ship movements per year.
Bridlington is Britain’s largest shell fishing port, supplying
crabs and lobsters locally as well as to restaurants and
hotels in France, Spain and Italy. In 2015, local fishermen
landed 3,200 tonnes of shellfish worth over £8 million.
The Humber is currently home to the largest proportion
of biofuel production facilities in the UK. This includes
Solar21’s £40 million biomass plant near Aldbrough, and
Y Pellets’ £10 million wood refinery near Goole.
The world’s largest offshore wind farm, Hornsea Project
One, is being built off the East Yorkshire coast, which
will power more than a million homes. Developer Ørsted
expects the 157 sq mile (407 sq km) site to be operational
by 2020. Turbines will be manufactured by Siemens in its
newly-built Hull factory, a £310m investment by Siemens
and Associated British Ports, creating 1,000 jobs.
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OUR NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
IS UNDER THREAT
Hull and East Yorkshire’s wildlife is under
threat from numerous factors and is declining
despite concerted activity over recent decades.

The State of Nature Report (2016) highlights the continuing national
declines across all plant and animal groups – although 47% of
species monitored since 2002 are increasing (1783 species), 53% are
still declining (2011 species). Of the 7,964 species monitored since
1970, 12% are on the verge of extinction.
The document also reports on Biodiversity Intactness, the average
proportion of natural biodiversity remaining in local ecosystems. The
report places the UK as 189th out of 218 countries assessed, which
means that nature is faring worse in the UK than in most other countries.

Puffin

Our local area reflects the mixed state of nature: the gannet colony at
Bempton Cliffs has increased from 21 pairs in 1969 to an incredible
12,494 pairs today. Meanwhile grey partridge sites in the North
East Wolds have plummeted by 70% in the last five years to only 22
known locations.
Such losses will have dramatic impacts on our health and economy
– the UK National Ecosystem Assessment (2011) and the Office for
National Statistics have highlighted the range of services nature
provides for humans, including:
the total value of pollinating insects to the UK agricultural
economy is estimated at approximately £603 million per
year (2010);
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inland wetlands have been valued at £1.5 billion, because
they help to produce clean water and reduce the effects of
flooding (2011).

PRIORITIES FOR THE
LNP TO TAKE FORWARD
In the first instance, the LNP will target the following areas to
demonstrate the value of linking the environment with economic and
social priorities. The case studies are not associated with the LNP, but are
considered best practice that the partnership would like to promote further
and are examples of initiatives that the LNP would like to deliver more widely:

1

POSITIVE CHANGE ON THE LAND

2

NATURAL CAPITAL

3

NATURE TOURISM

4

HEALTH AND NATURE

5

THE WATER ENVIRONMENT
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1

POSITIVE CHANGE
ON THE LAND

CASE STUDY
JSR FARMING GROUP

Almost 90% of the land in the LNP area is
agricultural, and whilst containing only 20%
of Yorkshire region’s agricultural land area,
it delivers 25% of the region’s agricultural economy.

“Keeping the environmental balance in credit”
JSR farms around 4,100 hectares of arable crop production within a
20-mile radius of the home farm at Southburn, Driffield. Their strong
environmental ethos has won JSR two prestigious Farming and
Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG) Silver Lapwing Awards over the years.

Therefore any proposed changes in land use and management to
improve the natural environment, health and economy of Hull and
East Yorkshire must complement the primary activities of the farmers
and landowners currently managing the land.

In 2001 it became a LEAF (Linking the Environment and Farming)
Demonstration Farm, with the aim of showing to a wide audience how to
farm in a sustainable way via integrated farm management – producing
safe healthy food whilst caring for animal welfare and the countryside.

Many farms already manage their land not only for food or fuel but
also for nature, flood alleviation and tourism activities. The LNP wants
to champion such holistic thinking and promote ways that farmers and
land managers can sustainably manage their land for multiple benefits.

Approximately 10% of the farming area is in environmental
stewardship schemes. Wildlife is encouraged by the planting of
trees, hedges, grass margins, wild bird mixtures, game strips and
beetle banks; by the creation of ponds and reservoirs; and by
partaking in “Operation Bumblebee”.
The Group also includes Highfield Farm, a B&B and cookery
school that provides an excellent base to explore and experience
the stunning wildlife and landscape of the Yorkshire Wolds.
JSR Farming Group is also committed to producing 20% of their
energy requirements from renewables by 2020, including via their
25 hectares of willow for wood fuel.

We will use opportunities like changes to national environmental
legislation and agricultural subsidies to promote such thinking, and
identify local opportunities and resources by working with other
partnerships with shared ambitions such as the East Riding of
Yorkshire Rural Partnership, the catchment partnerships and the
local enterprise partnerships in our area.
We will also work with our neighbouring LNPs, the North Yorkshire
& York LNP, Humber LNP and others in the region to share best
practice and resources, and provide a unified voice for nature.
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2

NATURAL
CAPITAL

Such investment will also create more beautiful places, encouraging
business investment. This complements the Government’s
aspirations in their 25 Year Environment Plan.

Natural capital comprises the elements of
the environment which provide valuable goods
and services that allow people to survive and
live healthily.

The LNP is promoting investment in natural capital by mapping
where this is currently found, to understand where the priorities
or pressures on the system are. Such work can then support an
effective Green Infrastructure Network, leading to more targeted
flood management and equipping local planning authorities and
developers with a greater ability for sustainable development
relevant to the local area.

To strengthen and grow our economy, we must protect and invest
in our natural environment, which can offset carbon and provide
greater flood resilience, cleaner air and water, cooler towns, drought
protection as summer temperatures rise, and greener routes for
commuting and recreation.

This will allow the potential for biodiversity compensation schemes,
which are not always part of the development itself, to facilitate
natural capital investment where it is most needed.

CASE STUDY
YORKSHIRE WATER’S “BEYOND NATURE”
When one of Yorkshire Water’s multigenerational tenancies at the 900-acre
Humberstone Bank Farm in Nidderdale, North Yorkshire, came to an end, they
considered new options for the site using a simple qualitative natural and social
capital assessment. This showed that managing the site for nature would deliver
the biggest benefits, and a new approach was developed: Beyond Nature.

Much of the farm is a blanket bog Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI): a
priority for restoration to store carbon, and to slow rainwater runoff to act as
a natural flood barrier. A wide range of birdlife lives on the land that must also
be protected.
Yorkshire Water has extended the Beyond Nature programme to more farms.
Each scheme has a bespoke partnership management plan that reflects
local priorities. To inform wider land management decisions, they have
transformed their initial simple sustainability assessment into a repeatable
multi-capital appraisal tool that can help them consider the best approach for
each of their sites, with the support of qualitative and quantitative data.

Beyond Nature is about working in partnership to demonstrate and deliver
sustainable and profitable farming which also protects and enhances nature,
improves water quality, and increases carbon sequestration rates. A local farmer
took over the tenancy at Humberstone and is working with Yorkshire Water and
other stakeholders in the Northern Upland Chain LNP to try new approaches.
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3

NATURE
TOURISM

CASE STUDY
YORKSHIRE NATURE TRIANGLE
HELPS BUSINESSES THRIVE

Nature tourism is one of the fastest-growing
tourism sectors around the world. People travel
to interact with nature directly, from walking
and cycling to bird or whale watching,
and art and photography courses.

The Yorkshire Nature Triangle promotes year-round activities to
allow great interactions with iconic species and stunning landscapes
across East Yorkshire, from puffins and whales at the coast to
bluebells and barn owls in the Wolds. It provides information on
nature sites but also places to stay and eat, encouraging visitors to
spend more time and money in the area.

In the LNP area, the value of wildlife watching trips increased from
£9 million to £24 million from 2010 to 2018, according to research
by Leeds Beckett University. A key aspect of this growth has been
investment in visitor facilities at several nature reserves. Existing
schemes are already in place to further promote the range of wildlife
based options on the Coast, Wolds, Humber and beyond.

This initiative has led to businesses not only promoting local wildlife
as part of their general marketing, but also investing to draw more
wildlife onto their sites for the benefit of visitors. For example, Wolds
Edge Holiday Lodges have installed various wireless camera bird
nest boxes around the grounds for visitors to watch from their lodge
TVs, and other cameras that have captured badgers and foxes.

The LNP can support these activities and find ways to increase
sustainable nature tourism via projects that support the conservation
management of our internationally recognised species and habitats,
and improve the infrastructure and information available, enabling
visitors to access nature locally, e.g. circular walks near where
visitors are staying and visiting.

Nature tourism at
Bempton Cliffs

Green-veined
white butterfly
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4

HEALTH
AND NATURE

“COMING TO THE
FARM HELPS TO
SORT ME OUT IF
I AM HAVING A
BAD OR RUBBISH
DAY. I’VE WORKED
TOWARDS AN OPEN
COLLEGE NETWORK
(OCN) CERTIFICATE
AND AM REALLY
PROUD OF MY
NEW SKILLS.”

Numerous scientific studies over the years have
demonstrated the benefits that being in nature
has on our health.
These include better concentration in school, reduced obesity and
blood pressure, reduced stress and depression, reduced symptoms
of dementia, and feeling safer where you live.
The LNP wants to make these studies a reality in our area, working
with the Hull and East Riding Public Health Teams to identify
projects and areas where better nature and better access to nature
can support local health issues, such as child and adult obesity,
dementia, depression and conditions caused by air pollution.

Cheryl, farm participant
Image © Densholme Care Farm

CASE STUDY
ECOTHERAPY ON DENSHOLME
CARE FARM, GREAT HATFIELD

disaffected young people, and those with long term health conditions
such as dementia. Using the therapeutic properties of nature, the team at
Densholme provide a supervised, structured programme of farming-related
activities, including animal husbandry, crop and vegetable production,
woodland management, and horticulture.
The organic farm includes one hectare of vegetable production plus a large
polytunnel, a large medicinal and culinary sensory garden, planted native
woodland, two ponds, pigs, cows, sheep and chickens.

Densholme Care Farm is based on an organic farm in Great Hatfield and
uses the natural environment to provide health, social or educational care
services for individuals from one or a range of vulnerable groups.

The farm’s diversity demonstrates sustainable and ecological farming
practices. It provides an enriching environment for its users, and the team is
dedicated to making sure that people’s experiences on the farm are rewarding.

Densholme works with adults and children with poor mental health, learning
disabilities and special needs, those with a drug or alcohol addiction history,
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5

THE WATER
ENVIRONMENT

CASE STUDY
AQUA GREEN PROJECT, HULL

Water surrounds us and is integral to our lives.
It falls from the sky, bubbles up from aquifers,
and surrounds our coast.

The Hull and Haltemprice catchment is classified as one of the top
ten areas of significant flood risk in the country, due to the city of Hull
being at risk from fluvial, tidal, pluvial, ground water and sewer flooding.
Records of flooding date back to the 11th century. In 2007, heavy
sustained rainfall caused extensive flooding throughout the city with
8,657 residential and 1,300 commercial properties inundated. Only eight
of Hull’s 99 schools avoided flooding and 600 roads were affected.

Water flows through the major rivers of the Derwent, Hull, Ouse and
Aire, chalk streams like Gypsey Race, and man-made canals and drains.
These waterways, along with numerous ponds, wetlands and the
sea, are places of sanctuary for wildlife and tranquility or recreation
for people. Water is also crucial for many businesses, but can cause
major devastation and disruption.

In 2016 the Aqua Green Project, led by Hull City Council, looked at
using existing green spaces to route and store surface water. Initial
Local Levy funding focussed on six schemes around Hull. Residents
in the Sutton area had suffered from surface water and sewer
flooding on a frequent basis so with the help of the community the
Howdale Road Aquagreen was proposed.

Many groups are working to protect and improve the water
environment. For example, catchment partnerships are concerned
with the quality of the water environment. Flood alleviation schemes
are developed and delivered by a range of managing and regulatory
bodies. Community-based partnerships such as the East and North
Yorkshire Waterways Partnership are involved in initiatives that
deliver multiple benefits, including heritage, recreation, tourism and
transport. In addition, the area’s Internal Drainage Boards help to
keep farmers’ fields drained and productive.

A green space with a boggy, unusable football pitch has had a 200m
swale installed with a wildflower mix and retention basin linked to
Sutton Cross Drain. The spoil was used to raise the pitch so it can
now be used again by the local community. The scheme has led to
no additional grounds maintenance costs. The project demonstrates
the benefits of working strategically across a network of sites,
maximising the benefits to people and nature.
In 2017 the Aqua Green work focussed on retrofitting sustainable
drainage campus-wide at the University of Hull, linked into major
development works. In addition, a continued programme of Aqua Greens
is being implemented as part of the Living with Water Partnership.

The LNP wants to see these and other interests integrated for
maximum gain for people and the environment. It can provide a
strategic overview, share best practice and discover and promote
funding opportunities. Natural capital modelling can identify where
money and activity are best targeted to realise the greatest gains.

Flooding in
Hull in 2007
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
To find out more about the Hull and
East Yorkshire LNP and how you can get
involved, please contact us:

Managed realignment at
Paull Holme Strays

sustainable.development@eastriding.gov.uk
(01482) 391715

