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Introduction
Small Places… Big Potential - the Rural Strategy for the East Riding of Yorkshire was launched in
December 2016. It builds on three earlier Rural Strategies produced in 1998, 2005 and 2013.
The Rural Strategy sets out the priorities for sustainable rural development in the Rural East Riding
from 2016-2020. In doing so it seeks to address rural challenges and inequalities and to ensure
that East Riding of Yorkshire Council and the East Riding of Yorkshire Rural Partnership have the
necessary evidence to enable them to tap into potential opportunities for positive change as and when
these arise.
This document is the 2019/20 Annual Review of the Rural Strategy. It contains:
❚❚ The Broader Context: a summary on recent policy changes and key and emerging issues relevant to
the Rural Strategy;

Based on a detailed assessment of the available evidence-base, results from public consultation,
the analysis of Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) and a brief analysis of six
localities within the East Riding, the Vision has been defined as Vision:
That the potential and opportunities inherent in the Rural East Riding are realised to
ensure that rural communities are active and enterprising, and that through effective
partnership working and innovative service delivery the needs of people living in the
countryside are met.
The Goal and Vision will be achieved through six key objectives, which reflect the key needs and
opportunities -

❚❚ A Review of Delivery undertaken from 2018/19 to implement the Rural Strategy;

Key Objectives:

❚❚ An Action Plan 2019/20.

To ensure rural businesses are well connected and supported.
To maximise the benefits of the rural landscape and heritage.
To support the development of the food and farming sector.
To work with local communities to ensure the sustainable development of rural places
including market towns.
To work with rural communities to develop and maintain services and facilities to
meet local needs.
To ensure the needs of the Rural East Riding are recognized and addressed by
promoting a Think Rural approach.

This Annual Review should be read in conjunction with the Rural Strategy 2016-2020.
(The Rural Strategy 2016-2020 can be accessed via www.eastriding.gov.uk/council/plans-and-policies/
other-plans-and-policies-information/rural-policy).
Yorkshire Nature Triangle Project Success
Over the last decade, Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
has been actively demonstrating that nature
tourism can benefit both wildlife conservation
and local economies. The externally funded
‘Yorkshire Nature Triangle’ was created in
2010 to bring together a host of partners and
to establish the East Riding of Yorkshire as
a leading wildlife-watching destination. Fast
forward to 2019... and with fantastic new visitor
centres, wildlife hides and guided experiences
for East Riding’s nature tourists, the area
now has a thriving £24million nature tourism
economy.

This will include the use of drones to evaluate
crop growth and virtual combine harvesters
and tractors to develop students’ knowledge
and skills. Key skills needed in the sector can
be delivered online, including to apprentices, in
the workplace and cover:
❚❚ Precision farming
❚❚ Crop husbandry and nutrition
❚❚ Fertilising and chemical application

Through the project, 133 businesses have
received 1:1 support; over 250 businesses are
actively promoting the region’s wildlife and
media-reach has exceeded 500,000 annually.

❚❚ Engineering technology
❚❚ Sustainability
❚❚ Digital Skills.
Major New Project to Train Future Farmers

Overview
The Rural Strategy covers the East Riding of Yorkshire unitary authority area, but also recognises the
important links with adjoining areas in North Yorkshire, including Ryedale and Scarborough Boroughs
and Selby District, and with the City of Kingston Upon Hull.
The overarching Goal of the East Riding of Yorkshire Rural Strategy is Goal:
People of all ages can live, work and thrive in the Rural East Riding, which is itself vibrant
and sustainable.
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Bishop Burton College, with support from the
York, North Yorkshire and East Riding Local
Enterprise Partnership (LEP), is investing
in new technology and upgrading its ICT
infrastructure. The £650,000 project, which
includes funding of £400,000 from the LEP,
will enable students and the range employers
the College works with to take advantage of
innovative technology needed in the delivery
of precision agriculture.

Modules will include real-time data made
available from the colleges own commercial
farm, with quick and easy transfer possible
following the investment in ICT.
Chief Executive at Bishop Burton College,
Bill Meredith, said “The demand for innovative,
hands-on training of this kind will underpin
the growth in Higher Apprenticeships and
workplace training programmes. The agriculture
sector will be a major beneficiary
of this project”.

Annual Review 2019/20

3

The Broader Context
Sustainable rural development in the Rural East Riding will be taken forward under a broader policy
landscape, especially in the face of Brexit, which will influence actions in the Rural Strategy Action
Plan. A full Policy Review was undertaken for the Rural Strategy 2016-2020. The Rural Strategy
Mid-Term Review 2018/19 provided an update on policy changes and key and emerging issues
since 2016 which are relevant to the future wellbeing of communities in the Rural East Riding.
Table 1 updates the Mid-Term Review 2018/19 position.

Broad Policy Area

European/National
Policy

Local Implications

Rural Infrastructure
and Connectivity

Rural Transport

Commercial pressures on bus operators, the removal of ring-fenced
rural bus grant and financial pressures on Local Authorities have led to
some reductions in rural bus services in the East Riding, although not to
the severe extent seen in some other rural local authority areas. Recent
significant investments have been made in new vehicles and contactless
ticketing technology. Two brand new Euro 6 buses will be deployed on two
council-supported rural bus routes in May 2019.

Department
of Transport
Consultation
and Directive
on Community
Transport Operators

The DfT consultation concluded in summer 2018. The Government
published its response in April 2019. Following the outcome of judicial
review proceedings brought against the DfT by the Bus and Coach
Association it is expected that a final ruling on the meaning of ‘operation
for non-commercial purposes’ will be given. Until then the DfT is taking no
further action to review current section 19 and 22 permit legislation and
guidance. The East Riding of Yorkshire Council position therefore remains
the same with existing contracts with community transport organisations
maintained and community transport operators will be able to bid for new
contracts, providing they have confirmed they are planning and preparing
for a potential change of operational framework.

Community-Led
Housing Funds

Local community-led housing projects have been awarded funding and are
progressing.

Broadband and
Mobile Infrastructure

Continued delivery of the BDUK Programme including launch of
Broadband Gigabit Voucher Scheme (for businesses) and extension of
Better Broadband Scheme - so that more properties can access superfast
broadband. Eligible residents and businesses are able to reduce the
costs of connecting to improved broadband services through voucher
schemes.

TABLE 1: Summary of Recent Policy and Drivers for Change in Rural Communities and Businesses
Broad Policy Area

European/National
Policy

Local Implications

Rural Funding,
Economy & Planning

EU Funding and
LEADER

The Shared Prosperity Fund is currently being developed to replace
EU funds and it is anticipated this will become the major UK fund to
support business investment, workforce skills, innovation and actions on
sustainability at regional and local level. It will be key for the East Riding of
Yorkshire to ensure this funding is appropriate for rural and coastal areas.
Rural Services Delivery Grant has recently increased to £81million with
£1.5million allocated to the East Riding of Yorkshire Council in 2018/19
and £1.86m allocated to East Riding of Yorkshire for 2019/20.
Central government grants for Local Authorities are set for a further
reduction of 15% by 2020.

Rural Service
Delivery Grant
Local Authority
Funding Formulae
Economic
Development
Support
Industrial Strategy

Planning
National Planning
Policy Framework
(NPPF)

How policies meet the needs of micro and small businesses which
predominate in rural areas is important. National policy delivered
through LEPs impacts rural businesses’ ability to access grants, advice,
skills and training. The bio-economy and food production will continue
to be key sectors in the emerging Humber Local Industrial Strategy,
whilst it is also imperative that there is regard for challenges and
opportunities in the Rural East Riding from a ‘place’ perspective. Local
Industrial Strategies are expected to be finalised by March 2020.
The existing East Riding Local Plan was adopted in 2016. The Local Plan
Review Options Document, the first stage in the review of the Local
Plan, was published for public consultation in November 2018. The
review of the Local Plan will take into account the revised NPPF and
will consider a number of issues. A number of these are relevant to rural
communities including:
❚❚ The scale of new housing development proposed
❚❚ The need to adopt a more flexible approach to development in
villages to allow for additional housing growth and support the
opportunity for these communities to grow
❚❚ Changes to the definition of affordable housing
❚❚ The need to deliver housing of a suitable size and mix to meet
identified needs.
A revised Draft Local Plan is expected to be published for consultation
early 2020. This will include revised draft planning policies and sites
allocated for development.

Ofcom Plan sets out national priorities for 2019/20 to improve mobile
coverage particularly in rural areas and prepare for launch of 5G mobile
services. A new Digital Connectivity Portal has been launched.
4G coverage in the East Riding continues to increase gradually and
new technical and regulatory measures proposed should enable further
improvements in the medium-longer term.
Countryside &
Coastal Access

Delivery of England Coast Path National Trail continues to progress.
Proposals on the Easington to Filey Brigg section have been submitted
to the Secretary of State and a decision is awaited. The Humber Bridge
to Easington section is in development. A proposed reduction in
national funding for the maintenance of National Trails could mean
potential funding shortfalls for Local Authorities. A new Agriculture Bill
is progressing through Parliament which includes potential support for
access and rights-of-way measures.

Rural Housing Support for Local People
In Walkington, East Riding of Yorkshire Council is
assisting the Sherwood and Waudby Charity to build
two properties on land the Charity owns adjacent to The
Mere. The development is being part-funded through the
Council’s Community Housing Fund and by social lender
The Charity Bank, which is intended to help communities
build housing to meet local needs. The two houses, which
are being built by a local construction company, will be let
on affordable rents to local families on low incomes.
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Dementia Friendly Communities
in the Rural East Riding

Broad Policy Area

European/National
Policy

Local Implications

The Dementia Friendly Communities Group,
a system-wide partnership chaired by Public
Health, co-ordinates a range of activity across
the East Riding to support people to live
well with dementia. The Group is working to
build capacity in rural communities though
the Community Health Action Groups led
by East Riding of Yorkshire Council’s Sport,
Play and Arts Team. They are supporting
local communities to gain recognition by
the Alzheimer’s Society as a ‘Dementia
Friendly Community’ and at local level raising
awareness amongst small businesses and the
public. Supportive activities are being created
including targeting delivery of dementia friends
information sessions. Reminiscence sessions
are regularly run for older people to meet
new friends and have fun sharing stories.
Reminiscence is also proven to be beneficial for
those living with dementia and their carers, and
is endorsed by the Alzheimer’s Society.

Rural Services

Rural Policing &
Emergency Planning

The impact of rural crime on rural economies is a concern. ‘More needs to
be done by government to better understand, track and respond to rural
criminality’ - Lords Select Committee Report on the Rural Economy April
2019. Partnership working and local action is seen as particularly important
for policing and emergency issues in rural areas.

Environment & Land

Agriculture Bill

The Agriculture Bill represents a major overhaul of UK farming policy
and is progressing through Parliament. Central to the Bill will be the
phasing-out of direct farm payments to farmers and replacing them with
an Environmental Land Management Scheme that links payments to the
provision of ‘public goods’.

Broad Policy Area

European/National
Policy

Local Implications

Rural Services

Health & Social Care

The East Riding of Yorkshire has particular rural health challenges
relating to an aging population, isolation, access to transport and higher
than average residential care population. Public Health grant allocations
per head of the population in 2018/19 for the East Riding of Yorkshire is
£31 with the England average being £57 (Rural England’s State of Rural
Services Report 2018).
Public Health will continue to drive prevention initiatives working
collaboratively with all partners to maximise their affect across the
whole system. It will also explore opportunities to support communities
with prevention and health improvements utilising a variety of methods
and strength-based approaches.
Further development of Asset-Based Community Development (ABCD)
to include a focus on improving capacity of existing services and
developing new activities in collaboration with rural communities with the aim of increasing access to social prescribing and community
connection opportunities.

Access to Services

Education & Youth
Provision
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The delivery of customer services (both public and private sector)
is changing rapidly. Self-service, relying on broadband and mobile
connectivity, is becoming the norm. Market failure in rural areas continues
to result in loss of local amenities such as pubs, post offices, village shops.
Rural England’s State of Rural Services Report 2018 (published February
2019) states there is ‘growing expectations of communities and volunteers
to sustain services within rural areas’ and ‘considerable evidence of
services sharing premises and co-locating with each other at ‘hubs’, which
may enable them to achieve some cost savings and generate more footfall’
and this is true in the Rural East Riding.
The Department for Education introduced a new national funding
formula for schools in 2018/19, which was phased in over two years.
This included a sparsity factor - and resources available to schools in the
East Riding through the national funding formula increased by 2.8% in
2018/19 and by a further 2.5% in 2019/20.
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In the immediate future, farm businesses are particularly concerned
about the trading environment post-Brexit as key sectors in the East
Riding, such as cereals and pigs, could experience additional market
price volatility.
A Green Future:
Our 25 Year Plan
to Improve the
Environment

Continued government support for the 25-Year Environmental Plan,
including commitment to make 2019 a year of green action. The Local
Nature Partnership and a wide range of other organisations are involved
in environmental initiatives in the East Riding.

Flooding & Coastal
Change

Local flood defence schemes in development include Anlaby and East
Ella, Cottingham, Pocklington, Hessle Foreshore and Outstrays/Skeffling.
A Humber Strategy Review has commenced to review the strategic
approach to managing tidal flood risk on the Humber.

World War One Centenary Fund
In August 2018, East Riding of Yorkshire Council
established the World War One Centenary Fund.
The Fund provided small grants up to £500
to support community organisations across
the East Riding which were planning to hold
commemorative events up to, and around, the
centenary of the end of the First World War on
11 November 2018. The World War One Centenary
Fund was well received by communities and over
50 projects were supported. The grants awarded
relate to a broad range of commemorative and
memorial activities, with an extensive geographical
coverage across the East Riding. Community
feedback from the projects supported has been
very positive.

Craft clubs’ events based around the poppy
were held in Ellerton and Aughton Village
Hall for local residents. The first event made
a piece of ceramic poppy wall art which is
now a permanent feature in the village hall to
commemorate the WW1 Centenary. Another
event involved making needle felt poppies
and paper pop-up poppies. Both events were
popular across all ages. Members of families
joined in together, but individuals also attended
which gave them the opportunity to meet old
friends and make new ones.
The permanent wall art created provides a
memory of the event, but also serves as a
reminder of WW1 Armistice, and all those
taking part felt excited and privileged to be part
of something permanent.
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Review of Delivery 2018/19
The Rural Strategy Action Plan is being implemented and monitored by the East Riding of Yorkshire
Rural Partnership and East Riding of Yorkshire Council. In terms of supporting rural development
in the Rural East Riding much has happened since April 2018 and some of the highlights are
identified below:
Key Objective 1
- To ensure rural
businesses are
well-connected and
supported

❚❚ £600,000 IT digital infrastructure project completed at Bishop Burton College to provide flexible
learning content to rural businesses.

Key Objective 3
- To support the
development of the
food and farming
sector

❚❚ Membership of East Yorkshire Local Food Network grew strongly in year - from 144 to 190
members.

❚❚ NFU provided in-depth briefings to East Riding of Yorkshire Council at Cabinet and Director
level on potential implications of Brexit for the local farming sector.

❚❚ 20,000 Local Food Guides (2019/20) produced for launch April 2019.
❚❚ Spring 2018 rural business networks event held with over 100 delegates.

❚❚ £1,655,529 of LEADER funding has been offered to 39 projects - many supporting innovative
farm equipment and farm diversification.

❚❚ Four story telling/social media training workshops held in October 2018 for 50 participating rural
businesses.
❚❚ ‘Enjoy Spring in Yorkshire Wolds’ campaign delivered.

- To maximise the
benefits of the
rural landscape
and heritage

❚❚ Value of nature tourism in East Riding of Yorkshire’s economy has grown from £9million
annually in 2010 to £24million annually in 2018.
❚❚ Visitor numbers to nature reserves have doubled from 2010 to 2018.
❚❚ Seasonal ‘Wild Guides’ were launched to promote itinerary-based days, weekends and weeks in
East Yorkshire - launch included business training.
❚❚ Yorkshire Nature Triangle Project concluded in March 2019; Yorkshire Wildlife Trust continues
to provide access to nature tourism resources for local businesses to sustain successes.
❚❚ 45,000 visits to Spurn National Nature Reserve following the opening of the Discovery Centre;
shortlisted for the Most Remarkable Visitor Attraction in the 2019 REYTA Awards.
❚❚ The inaugural Yorkshire Puffin Festival held at Flamborough Head in May 2018 attracted over
1,500 people with regional TV, radio and press coverage.
❚❚ Successful delivery of extensive East Riding of Yorkshire Council Countryside Events and
Walking for Health activities in 2018, and launch of 2019 programmes.
❚❚ Over 3.5km of new public rights-of-way were added to the access network in the East Riding.
❚❚ Historic England provided funding for the ongoing development and production of a heritage
research strategy for the Yorkshire Wolds.
❚❚ The 8th Yorkshire Wolds Walking and Outdoors Festival celebrated the rich heritage of the
landscape and offered a range of outdoor events.
❚❚ Various activities celebrated the bicentenary of the Pocklington Canal in Summer 2018,
including the re-opening of a restored section.
❚❚ The LEADER Programme has approved funding of £72,400 for the restoration of the former
Malton and Driffield Junction railway lines as a heritage attraction.

❚❚ Successful Operation Galileo Campaign by Humberside Police which is a response to anti-social
behaviour issues faced by rural farming communities and hare coursing. The Police response to
this problem locally has resulted in a 35% decrease in the number of incidents during the hare
coursing season 2018/19.
❚❚ Grow Yorkshire Initiative developed as a platform to create and communicate solutions to
grow farm incomes and productivity, positively impacting food production and maximising
opportunities arising from Brexit and the current period of uncertainty.

❚❚ Wolds Tourism Business Network membership of closed Facebook Group grows to 76.

Key Objective 2

❚❚ Funding secured for an Institute of Technology centred on precision farming skills training at
Bishop Burton College.

❚❚ LEADER Programme under Priority 1 - support to increase farm productivity, has committed
£501,925 within the farming sector.
Key Objective 4
- To work with
local communities
to ensure the
sustainable
development
of rural places
including market
towns

❚❚ £456,034 from community funds linked to energy related developments awarded to deliver
sustainable rural development.
❚❚ Published ‘Guide to Community Funds Linked to Energy-Related Developments in the East
Riding of Yorkshire’ (2018).
❚❚ 5 Area Lead Parish Transport Champions and 90 local representatives supported by East
Riding of Yorkshire Council are continuing to work in their local areas to investigate and
report on local transport issues.
❚❚ Wheels-to-Work Scheme provides access to employment and education for people living in
settlements with no regular bus service.
❚❚ East Yorkshire Community Transport Ltd awarded a grant of £10,000 for piloting transport
to hospitals/health facilities for residents in Bridlington with mobility issues.
❚❚ 34 new affordable housing units have been completed in 2018/19 in villages with a population
under 3,000.
❚❚ Hutton Cranswick has a new 10 unit housing scheme nearing completion with 6 units for
affordable rent and 4 for shared ownership available to local people or those with a local
connection and who qualify for the scheme.
❚❚ Construction of a new housing scheme is currently under way in South Cave of
10 affordable homes which will be offered for sale as shared ownership prioritising
households with a local connection.
❚❚ Promotion of Community-Led Housing Initiative with five schemes being progressed.
❚❚ Rural Housing Event held in May 2018 - 80 people attended, many from local communities.
❚❚ Roll-out of the Broadband East Riding Programme has made superfast broadband available
to over 49,000 premises in addition to those upgraded by commercial providers.
❚❚ Strong customer take-up for the Broadband East Riding Programme has reached 60.9% during
phase 1 roll-out and 55.7% in phase 2.
❚❚ The national Broadband Gigabit Voucher Scheme was launched in 2018 and 199 vouchers
have been issued or are in progress in the East Riding so far.
❚❚ Ofcom data indicated that 4G mobile coverage in the East Riding increased to 93% (outdoors,
up from 70% in 2017) and 65% (indoors, up from 32% in 2017) in respect of reliable signals
from all four network operators.
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Key Objective 5
- To work with
rural communities
to develop and
maintain services
and facilities to
meet local needs

❚❚ Successful development of 4 Men in Sheds Projects in Beverley, Western Wolds, Goole and Hornsea
to add to the existing one in Withernsea creating opportunities for men to meet together to be
creative, learn new skills, talk and support each other - facilitated by Humber and Wolds Rural
Action and funded by Public Health East Riding of Yorkshire Council.
❚❚ East Riding of Yorkshire Council’s World War One Centenary Fund supported over 50 community
projects.
❚❚ East Riding of Yorkshire Council’s Tour de Yorkshire Community Fund offering small grants was
launched for the 2019 Race.
❚❚ Over 2,500 referrals have been made to the local Social Prescribing service - which works with rural
communities to support greater access to health and wellbeing opportunities.
❚❚ Programme of workshops, surveys around isolation and loneliness and training, advice and
guidance about ‘Dementia Friendly Communities’ delivered in rural areas.
❚❚ The LEADER Programme under priority 4 - provision of rural services - has supported projects to
the value of £522,000, projects include community hall upgrades, children’s play areas and electric
community buses.

Key Objective 6
- To ensure the
needs of the Rural
East Riding are
recognised and
addressed by
promoting a Think
Rural approach

Action Plan 2019/20
The complete Action Plan including rationale and methodology can be viewed in the Mid-Term Review
2018/19 document:
www.eastriding.gov.uk/council/plans-and-policies/other-plans-and-policies-information/rural-policy
A summary of the Action Plan is provided below including the Key Objectives, Programmes of Activity,
Actions, Key Outcomes and Key Partners.
Key Objective One - To ensure rural businesses are well connected and supported.
Programme of Activity 1: Rural Business including Rural Tourism Development
Action

Key Outcomes

Key Partners

Deliver a programme of individual
and joint rural business network
activity to enable businesses to
benefit from closer networking.

Programme of Business-to-Business events
and activities that deliver:

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships

❚❚ Increased membership of rural business
networks

Rural Business Network Steering
Groups

❚❚ Improved business opportunities commercial contacts, sharing resources,
knowledge transfer

❚❚ A successful Regional Funding Fair delivered by East Riding Voluntary Action Service for local
community groups was attended by 186 delegates from over 95 organisations and supported
access to funds for community development in the East Riding.
❚❚ The Joint Local Access Forum provided strategic advice on various local and national
countryside access improvements, including consultation on the developing Agriculture Bill.
❚❚ The Rural Partnership (acting as the East Riding of Yorkshire’s rural advocate - representing
its rural interests and aspirations to a wide range of policy and decision-makers) celebrated its
20-Year Anniversary in 2018. A celebratory event was held in November 2018 with over 130
stakeholders attending.
❚❚ Consultation responses made on a range of government documents/inquiries, including input to
the Rural Services Network call for ‘Time for a Strategy for the Rural Economy’ and the House
of Lords Select Committee Call for Evidence on the Rural Economy.

❚❚ Joint marketing of products and services
by rural businesses.
Provide specialist business
advice and training to support
rural business creation and
development, including
information, advice and guidance
related to Brexit.

Integrated package of business advice and
training - including matters in respect of
Brexit - that helps business growth and
delivers a stronger rural economy.

ERYC: Business Development

Develop small-scale infrastructure
that encourages rural business
growth.

Small-scale infrastructure projects
developed which have resulted in
new / expanded businesses and a stronger
rural economy.

ERYC: Business Development,
Regeneration and Funding,
Technology and Transformation
Services, Rural Policy & Partnerships

Eastrington Village Hall Working for the Community
European LEADER funding was used to create
new facilities at Eastrington Village Hall. A multipurpose function room has been built at the front
of the main hall, plus a small extension forwards
of the building.
The extension has provided a new bar, kitchen
and store room over unused land towards the
rear boundary of the site. The Village Hall, built
30 years ago, is managed by a constituted
registered charity run by a local volunteer
committee of trustees. It is the hub of the
community, the meeting place for the Parish
Council, the location for the polling station, the
venue for the annual village show and family and
social events, including weddings and parties.

The population of the village has grown by
10% between 2001 and 2011 and 50 new homes
are being planned to be built over the next few
years. The Hall is now offering more space for
events which helps to prevent rural isolation and
it is hoped to offer a cafe in the future.

Visit Hull & East Yorkshire (VHEY)

Bishop Burton College
Local Enterprise Partnerships

Local Enterprise Partnerships
Grow the new and emerging rural
tourism sectors.

Expansion of the East Riding’s rural
tourism sectors / offers, including the
nature tourism sector, resulting in an
increase in visitor numbers and spend and
a stronger rural economy.

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships
VHEY
Rural Business Network Steering
Groups
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
Hull & East Yorkshire Local Nature
Partnership (HEYLNP)

Busy bees, the pre-school facility, is also run at
the Hall which feeds the local primary school. The
Project came about as the hall had been struggling
to meet demand and had run out of storage space.
Approximately 300 people use the Hall every
week and new bookings were being turned down.
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Key Objective Two - To maximise the benefits of the rural landscape and heritage.
Programme of Activity 2: Rural Landscape and Countryside Access
Action

Key Outcomes

Key Partners

Deliver initiatives that enhance
the East Riding of Yorkshire
landscape.

Projects which improve the local landscape
delivered resulting in:
❚❚ An enhanced quality-of-life and
wellbeing for residents
❚❚ A well-managed and protected landscape
❚❚ An enhanced rural economy.

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships,
Culture, Tourism and Sustainable
Development
Local Nature Partnership
East Riding of Yorkshire & Kingston
Upon Hull Joint Local Access Forum
( JLAF)
Local Heritage Groups

Deliver a range of projects which
reduce the risks from flooding and
coastal erosion.

Improved management of flood water
risks and coastal erosion - alleviating real
and potential problems for residents and
businesses, including farming.

ERYC: Infrastructure and Facilities,
Culture, Tourism and Sustainable
Development
Environment Agency
Internal Drainage Boards
Catchment Partnerships
Parish Councils

Deliver projects that encourage
more people to access the
countryside for health and
wellbeing.

‘Walking for Health’ and countryside events
programmes promoted and delivered, and
increasing numbers of people engaging
with the countryside thereby improving
health and wellbeing.

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships,
Culture and Customer Services,
Public Health
JLAF
VHEY
Parish Councils
HEYLNP

Key Objective Three - To support the development of the food and farming sector.
Programme of Activity 3: Food and Farming
Action

Key Outcomes

Key Partners

Provide training to the farming
and food sectors to meet
challenges and opportunities
presented by Brexit, and to help
business growth.

Workforce up-skilling training developed
and delivered and farming and food
businesses better able to respond to
changes presented by Brexit.
New Apprenticeship Frameworks developed
and delivered, providing opportunities
for young people and strengthening the
farming and food sectors.

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships,
Business Services
Bishop Burton College
Training Providers

Provide information, advice and
guidance related to Brexit to
farmers.

Farm businesses have the information
they need to make informed management
decisions in respect of Brexit.

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships
Bishop Burton College
National Farmers’ Union
Country Land and Business
Association

Work with networks at local and
regional levels to develop and
implement initiatives to meet
opportunities and challenges
for the farming and food sectors
posed by Brexit, including the
Grow Yorkshire Initiative.

East Riding of Yorkshire food and farming
interests recognised at regional and
national levels.
Locally relevant initiatives related to Brexit
identified and delivered to support the
farming and food sectors.

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships
Bishop Burton College
National Farmers Union
Country Land and Business
Association
Yorkshire Food, Farming & Rural
Network York, North Yorkshire and
East Riding LEP

Develop the local food sector both within its own right and by
integrating local food into the
tourism and hospitality offers.

Expansion of the local food sector and
enhanced tourism offer, resulting in a
stronger rural economy.

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships
East Yorkshire Local Food Network
Wolds Tourism Business Network
VHEY
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Key Objective Four - To work with local communities to ensure the sustainable development
of rural places, including market towns.
Programme of Activity 4: Rural Infrastructure
Action

Key Outcomes

Key Partners

Improve access to effective
broadband and mobile services,
including the exploration of
innovative methods of extending
connectivity in hard-to-reach areas.

Increase in the number of premises
reached by superfast broadband, resulting
in a stronger rural economy and enhanced
opportunities for rural residents.

ERYC: Technology and
Transformation Services
Broadband Providers
Mobile Network Operators
Ofcom

Provide access to public transport,
including community transport.

Sustainable rural transport network in
place, including community transport
and enhanced connectivity and access to
services and facilities.

ERYC: Transportation Services
East Yorkshire Motor Services
Community Transport Operators’
Network
Parish Councils

Develop and implement solutions
to rural housing issues.

An adequate supply of good quality rural
housing provided to meet a range of
needs, including affordable housing, and a
more sustainable countryside.

ERYC: Forward Planning and
Housing Strategy, Rural Policy &
Partnerships Housing Associations
Parish Councils

Increase in the number of broadband
connection vouchers issued and
connectivity improved. Improvement
in mobile network coverage, resulting
in enhanced connectivity for rural
communities.
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Key Objective Five - To work with rural communities to develop and maintain services and
facilities to meet local needs.

A Rural Voice: Yorkshire Food Farming
and Rural Network

Programme of Activity 5: Rural Services

The Yorkshire Food, Farming and Rural
Network (YFFRN) is an important regional
body set up by Defra to identify and feedback
to Central Government on matters of concern
to rural businesses, including farming, and
communities. The Chairmen of the regional
forums meet regularly with Defra Ministers to
exchange information and ideas.

Action

Key Outcomes

Key Partners

Broker relationships between
the public, private, voluntary and
community sectors to facilitate
collaborative projects that address
challenges and gaps in services,
including the development of
funding bids.

Increased collaborative working and
projects delivered to fill gaps in service
provision.

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships,
Regeneration and Funding
Humber & Wolds Rural Action
East Riding Voluntary Action Service
NHS Humber Foundation Trust
Parish Councils

Build capacity in rural communities
through the development of new
and existing service networks,
including the Village Halls Network
and Parish Transport Champions.

Service networks established, supported and
developed and rural services provided and
sustained.

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships,
Transportation Services
ERARCB

Develop innovative ways of
working to deliver rural services,
including community ownership.

New ways of delivering rural services
identified and delivered and enhanced
sustainability.

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships,
Humber & Wolds Rural Action
East Riding Voluntary Action Services
NHS Humber Foundation Trust
Parish Councils

Key Objective Six - To ensure the needs of the Rural East Riding are recognised and
addressed by promoting a Think Rural approach.
Programme of Activity 6: Rural Sustainability
Action

Key Outcomes

Key Partners

Ensure that there is a strong Rural
Voice and that the needs of rural
communities are heard at national,
regional and local levels.

The needs of rural communities in the East
Riding of Yorkshire are recognised nationally,
regionally and locally.
Support is secured from funding and other
appropriate programmes to tackle needs.

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships
Parish Councils

Identify and deliver a programme of
rural-proofing activity.

Increase in rural-proofing activity.
Evidence of a culture of Think Rural, especially
in plans, policies and programmes.

ERYC; Rural Policy & Partnerships
Private Sector

Raise awareness about rural
funding programmes, including
rural community funds, and initiate
collaborative funding applications.

Greater awareness of funding available for
rural development.
Increase in number of applications being
made to rural funding programmes.

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships,
Regeneration and Funding
Humber & Wolds Rural Action
Parish Councils
Rural Community Fund Panels

Strengthen the role of the Rural
Partnership, including the development
of Rural Networks / Forums.

Rural Partnership continues to be effective.
Rural Networks / Forums continue to develop.
New Rural Networks / Forums are established.

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships
Rural Networks and Forums

Support rural communities to
become more resilient.

Rural communities are more self-sustaining.
Increase in number of volunteers and
community champions in rural communities.
New Community Forums are established.

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships,
Regeneration and Funding
Humber & Wolds Rural Action
East Riding Voluntary Action Service
NHS Humber Foundation Trust

Identify and disseminate best practice
rural development case studies from
within the East Riding of Yorkshire
and across the UK.

Database of best practice rural development
activity. Uptake of best practise models in the
Rural East Riding.

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships

Ensure the Rural Strategy is
resourced and delivered.

Successful delivery of the East Riding of
Yorkshire Rural Strategy 2016-2020.

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships
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The YFFRN carries out a rural proofing role
and directly helps to shape national rural
policy. It also feeds back on the impact of
local emergencies, such as flooding, helping to
ensure that the correct support can be put in
place as necessary for rural communities and
businesses.
East Riding of Yorkshire Council’s Rural Policy
& Partnerships Manager represents both the
Council and the East Riding of Yorkshire
Rural Partnership on the Networks Executive
Committee. East Riding of Yorkshire Council is
one of only two Local Authorities represented
on the YFFRN. This reflects the high profile
afforded to rural issues in the East Riding and
presents an excellent opportunity for local
concerns and good practice to be raised and
shared at regional and national levels.

Summary
This Annual Review summarises the broader context within which the East Riding of Yorkshire Rural
Strategy is operating, reviews delivery in 2018/19, provides local case studies to demonstrate activity
on the ground and includes an Action Plan to ensure delivery of the Rural Strategy’s objectives.
The Action Plan will continue to be actioned, delivered and monitored by East Riding of Yorkshire
Council and the East Riding of Yorkshire Rural Partnership. A new Rural Strategy from 2020 will be
developed to support the sustainability of the Rural East Riding going forward.
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Further Information
For further information on the Rural Strategy please go to:
www.eastriding.gov.uk/council/plans-and-policies/other-plans-and-policies-information/rural-policy

For any other queries please contact
Email: eastridingofyorkshireruralpartnership@eastriding.gov.uk
Telephone: 01482 391697

This document can be made
available in other languages or formats
if required.
To request another format,
please contact us on
Tel: (01482) 391697

