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1.

Introduction and Overview
Introduction

1.1

Small Places…Big Potential - the Rural Strategy for the East Riding of Yorkshire was
launched in December 2016. It builds on three earlier Rural Strategies produced in 1998,
2005 and 2013. The Rural Strategy sets out the priorities for sustainable rural
development in the Rural East Riding from 2016-2020. In doing so it seeks to address
rural challenges and inequalities and to ensure that East Riding of Yorkshire Council and
the East Riding of Yorkshire Rural Partnership have the necessary evidence to enable
them to tap into potential opportunities for positive change as and when these arise.

1.2

This document is the 2018/19 Mid-Term Review of the Rural Strategy. It contains:
Ø
Ø
Ø

An update on policy change and key and emerging issues since 2016 which
are relevant to the Rural Strategy
A review of activity undertaken from 2016-2018 to implement the Rural
Strategy
A new Action Plan 2018/19 - 2019/20.

This Annual Review should be read in conjunction with the Rural Strategy 2016-2020.
(The Rural Strategy 2016-2020 can be accessed via http://www2.eastriding.gov.uk/council/plans-andpolicies/other-plans-and-policies-information/rural-policy.)

Overview
1.3

The Rural Strategy covers the East Riding of Yorkshire unitary authority area, but also
recognises the important links with adjoining areas in North Yorkshire, including Ryedale
and Scarborough Boroughs and Selby District, and with the City of Kingston Upon Hull.

1.4

The overarching Goal of the East Riding of Yorkshire Rural Strategy is:
Goal:
People of all ages can live, work and thrive in the Rural East Riding, which is
itself vibrant and sustainable.

1.5

Based on a detailed assessment of the available evidence-base, results from public
consultation, the analysis of Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) and a
brief analysis of six localities within the East Riding, the Vision has been defined as:
Vision:
That the potential and opportunities inherent in the Rural East Riding are
realised to ensure that rural communities are active and enterprising, and that
through effective partnership working and innovative service delivery the needs
of people living in the countryside are met.
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1.6

The Goal and Vision will be achieved through six Key Objectives, which reflect the key
needs and opportunities:
Key Objectives:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

To ensure rural businesses are well connected and supported.
To maximise the benefits of the rural landscape and heritage.
To support the development of the food and farming sector.
To work with local communities to ensure the sustainable development of
rural places including market towns.
To work with rural communities to develop and maintain services and
facilities to meet local needs.
To ensure the needs of the Rural East Riding are recognized and
addressed by promoting a Think Rural approach.

1.7

Within the Rural Strategy, each objective has a series of defined Broad Tasks to support
delivery of the objective. In this Mid-Term Review, a new approach has been adopted in
respect of delivery. The Action Plan now covers two years - 2018-2020 - and includes
six Programmes of Activity rather than the numerous Actions and Activities previously
included.

1.8

Five Delivery Tools have been identified in the Rural Strategy:
• East Riding of Yorkshire Rural Partnership
• East Riding of Yorkshire Council - led by the Rural Policy & Partnerships Section
• Rural-Proofing / Think Rural
• Rural Networks
• Rural Community Development.
In an area as large as the Rural East Riding and in the current climate of scarce resources,
these delivery tools are felt to be essential to the effective implementation of sustainable
rural development.

1.9

The 2016-2020 Rural Strategy is underpinned by a detailed Online Evidence-Base that
can be used to inform and support project development and funding proposals. (The
Evidence-Base can be accessed via the East Riding Data Observatory Website
www.dataobs.eastriding.gov.uk/Area Profiles/Rural Development Profiles/LSOA Profiles/Ward
Area Cluster Profiles - select geographies via the dropdown boxes.)

3

4

2.

The Big Picture and Its Local Impacts

2.1

Sustainable rural development in the East Riding of Yorkshire will be taken forward
under a broader policy landscape. European, national, regional and local policy provides
an overarching framework for the Rural Strategy and will inevitably impact on the
activities which can be progressed through the 2018/19 Action Plan. This section
provides an update on policy changes and key and emerging issues since 2016 which are
relevant to the Rural Strategy and its implementation. The key change is the decision to
leave the European Union (EU). This is likely to have a major impact in the Rural East
Riding in the years ahead and will touch all of the following broad areas:
•
•
•
•

Rural Funding, Economy and Planning
Rural Infrastructure and Connectivity
Rural Services
Environment and Land.

Rural Funding, Economy and Planning
Rural Funding
2.2

EU funding has underpinned agricultural incomes for two generations. In addition, most
environmental, rural development, workforce skills and large innovation programmes
have also been supported by EU funding through the European LEADER Programme,
the European Social Investment Fund and the European agricultural Fund for Rural
development. The current LEADER Programme which was overtly focussed on
sustainable rural development is scheduled to close in March 2019.

2.3

As the UK exits the EU a major concern for many rural businesses, community groups
and environmental bodies is that new UK programmes being developed to replace EU
funding, must clearly recognise the needs of rural areas like the Rural East Riding. The
Shared Prosperity Fund is currently being developed to replace EU Structural Funds and
the Local Growth Fund. It is anticipated that this will become the major UK fund to
support business investment, workforce skills, innovation and actions on sustainability at
regional and local level. In light of this, it will be critically important to the East Riding
of Yorkshire to ensure this funding is appropriate for rural and coastal areas as well as
more urban and industrial-based growth.
A number of government policy
announcements, with rural implications, will need to be followed closely, including the
development of local industrial strategies at Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) level, the
Transforming Food Production Programme and the formation of a Food & Drink
Sector Council.

2.4

A statement by the Minster for Housing and Local Government made in February 2018
announced an increase in the Rural Services Delivery Grant to £81million. This is good
news for the East Riding of Yorkshire as in 2018/19 £1.9million will now be allocated
against the previous predicted figure of £1.2million.
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2.5

Grants from Central Government have decreased by 37% since 2010 and it is anticipated
that a further reduction of 15% will be implemented by 2020. Counteracting this loss of
income by raising Council Tax is limited by Central Government through caps. The cap
on Council Tax without the need for a referendum in 2018/19 has been set at 3%,
although additional rises of up to 6% over a three-year period are permitted with money
specifically ring-fenced for social care.

2.6

East Riding of Yorkshire Council collects fees and charges for a range of services. Many
of these charges are fixed by Central Government, however, and for local authorities
covering a large geographical area with dispersed populations, such as the East Riding,
they do not cover the cost of service delivery.

2.7

The cost of service delivery continues to rise in line with the forecast which is 2.3-2.5%
in 2018. A recent report by PricewaterhouseCoopers identifies rising customer
expectations, budgetary constraints, global competition for investment and changing
demographics as transforming the environment in which public service delivery operates.
The report advocates investment in capacity-building aided by technology as integral to
reform and providing value-for-money. In the East Riding of Yorkshire, the Council
and other public bodies are working to transform services and digital connectivity
continues to improve. However reaching remote communities and individual customers
in rural areas represents an ongoing challenge.

Economic Growth
2.8

The Industrial Strategy is at the heart of the Government’s plans to prepare the economy
for exiting the EU and to drive competitiveness. It is based on 10 pillars which focus
investment on ideas and innovation, business growth, people and skills and wider
enabling infrastructure. The Rural East Riding benefits from the continued strong
investment in major infrastructure projects at the local level including new manufacturing
hubs, enterprise parks and highways as identified in the East Riding Economic Strategy
2018-2022. The Bio-Economy, which provides huge market opportunities, will continue
to be a priority sector as the Local Industrial Strategy is developed. It remains imperative
that the Industrial Strategy has regard for the wellbeing of the rural economy.

2.9

The York, North Yorkshire and East Riding Local Enterprise Partnership is taking a lead
on rural issues at the highest level. Its Chairman, David Kerfoot, says - “Whilst many
LEPs may have a focus on cities, as the largest rural LEP, our focus is firmly on our agenda to build
recognition of the York, North Yorkshire and East Riding areas as a rural power house. We are
absolutely committed to working alongside our key rural stakeholders, to take advantage of new
opportunities and thrive as a result of change”. The Rural Strategy will support this ambition in
respect of the East Riding.

2.10

In the East Riding of Yorkshire, there has been a growing interest over the last two years
by small rural businesses in the opportunities offered by facilitated networks, where they
can meet new commercial contacts and gain new knowledge and ideas. East Riding of
Yorkshire Council facilitates both the East Yorkshire Local Food Network and the more
recently formed, Yorkshire Wolds Tourism Network. Supporting rural business
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networks will continue to be a key focus for the Rural Strategy.
2.11

With effect from 1st April 2017, Business Rates underwent a number of changes which
will benefit rural businesses:
•

•

•

Rural Rate-Relief doubled from 50% to 100% to help protect retail outlets such as
village shops, post offices, public houses and petrol stations in settlements of less
than 3,000 residents.
The threshold for small business rate-relief from a rateable value of £6,000 and
under is increased to all eligible businesses with a rateable value of £12,000 and
under - with tapered relief for properties with a rateable value of between £12,000
and £15,000.
The rateable value threshold for using the ‘Small Business Multiplier’ increases from
£18,000 to £51,000.

The East Riding of Yorkshire has a property base of 11,177 business-rated accounts and
73% of this property base has a rateable value of less than £12,000.
2.12

Investment in rural and nature tourism-related infrastructure in the East Riding is
encouraging and includes the recent opening of the new Visitor Centre at Tophill Low
and the Spurn Discovery Centre. Many rural hospitality businesses continue to invest in
quality and expansion and the sector presents considerable opportunity for economic
growth.

2.13

Work has started to deliver that part of the England Coast Path in the East Riding.
Natural England is currently carrying out consultations. It is expected to be completed
by 2020.

Planning
2.14

The East Riding Local Plan 2012-29 supports the preparation of Neighbourhood Plans
which empower communities to create a vision and planning policies for the use and
development of land in their neighbourhood so long as they conform to the Local Plan.
The East Riding now has 12 Neighbourhood Areas, including Skidby and Howden,
which have both been designated in the last two years.

2.15

In March 2018, the Government published a revised National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) for consultation. The key focus of the revisions to the NPPF is to
support the delivery of more housing to meet identified needs. This includes introducing
a standardised methodology to calculate local housing need. The proposed approach
would currently indicate a significantly reduced local housing need of 991 dwellings per
annum for the East Riding compared with requirements in the Local Plan of 1,400
dwellings. Other measures aimed at improving housing delivery include the introduction
of a ‘Housing Delivery Test’, with various associated punitive measures, and a more
prescriptive definition of a 'deliverable' site aimed at identifying certainty in the supply of
land for housing.
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2.16

The Draft NPPF seeks to introduce an exceptions-based policy that allows housing
outside of settlements. Such schemes would need to provide a high proportion of entry
level housing (offered for discounted sale or affordable rent) that is suitable for first-time
buyers. This is seen as a widening of the existing ‘rural exceptions policy’ that is used to
deliver affordable housing in rural areas. The consultation document also proposes to
allow new housing in the countryside for someone who is taking a majority control of a
farm business.

2.17

The proposed changes include a policy approach which recognises that sites required to
meet local business and community needs in rural areas may have to be found outside
settlements and in location not well served by public transport. This supplements the
recent changes to permitted development rights which came into force on 6th April
2018. These increased the size limit of new/extended agricultural buildings and now
allow for the change of use of agricultural buildings to provide up to a total of five
homes. This could include five smaller properties (up to 100 square metres each) or
three larger homes (with a combined floorspace of up to 465 square metres). A final
revised NPPF is expected to be published in Summer 2018.

2.18

An East Riding and Hull Joint Minerals Local Plan is being prepared which will provide
an up-to-date planning policy framework for managing specialist developments relating
to mineral extraction and processing, including consideration of any proposals for
fracking which might come forward. The Plan has been submitted for examination by
the Planning Inspectorate. Subject to the outcome of this process the new Plan will be
adopted and replace the existing Joint Plan that was produced in 2004.

Rural Infrastructure and Connectivity
Rural Transport
2.19

Changes to rural transport provision affect access to a range of services and facilities
where these are not available locally and where travel is necessary. Recent withdrawals of
commercial bus services have implications for people living in rural areas, especially
where they do not have access to a car. East Riding of Yorkshire Council has stepped in
to replace some of these services, but in some cases at a reduced level of operation. The
picture is further complicated by the increasing provision of online services. Whilst this
presents opportunities to improve access to services for people living in rural areas, the
situation is not straightforward; not everyone is online and in some areas Broadband
connectivity is poor. In addition, as well as the threat arising to facilities such as banks
and post offices because of reduced usage, there is also a threat to rural transport
provision - again through a lack of use.

2.20

The Department for Transport undertook a consultation in Spring 2018 on changes to
guidance and legislation for issuers and users of the Section 19 and Section 22 permit
users. The East Riding of Yorkshire’s community transport operators currently rely on
these permits to deliver their services, including some of those delivered under contract
to East Riding of Yorkshire Council. The proposed changes could have far reaching
impacts for community transport organisations as they may in future not be able to bid
for some contracts without additional licences and driver qualifications. Cost
implications to obtain a PSV Operator’s ‘O’ Licence and have PCV qualified drivers are
approximately £1,200 per driver which will be prohibitive for many community and
voluntary sector organisations. The Rural East Riding with its aging population relies on
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the services of the community transport sector for access to health and other key
services. Depending on the outcome, it may be necessary to undertake a major review of
the East Riding of Yorkshire Community Transport Strategy.

Digital Connectivity
2.21

Digital Connectivity is increasingly vital for business growth, service delivery and
everyday life. Recent upgrades have substantially improved the digital infrastructure in
many parts of the East Riding, particularly relating to superfast broadband and 4G
mobile technology, but gaps in provision still exist, especially in sparsely populated rural
locations. Further investment is required to improve the infrastructure in areas not
already reached by network improvements.

2.22

East Riding of Yorkshire Council will continue to work alongside the Government and
commercial operators to improve connectivity and pursue additional funding
opportunities. Good progress has been made; a further 2,000 premises are expected to
be reached during 2018. Customer take-up under the programme has been positive.
Additionally, KCOM has announced that further commercial investment is planned to
make superfast broadband available to the remainder of the KCOM network in the East
Riding by Spring 2019.

2.23

The national Better Broadband Scheme, providing vouchers enabling eligible premises
with the slowest speeds to connect to an alternative basic broadband service, has been
extended until December 2018. The Government also aims to introduce a new
Broadband Universal Service Obligation by 2020 to enable every property to have access
to at least 10Mbps download speeds as an absolute minimum.

2.24

2018 will be an important year for the mobile network industry as the regulator Ofcom is
expected to undertake national consultation to inform future policy and regulatory
measures. Ofcom recognises that more investment is needed to improve mobile
coverage nationally, especially in rural areas, and additional airwaves will be auctioned to
mobile operators in 2018 to provide greater network capacity. Taller masts and more
mast sites will most probably be required to extend network coverage further. Based on
Ofcom statistics (2017), 70% of the geographic area of the East Riding is able to obtain
an outdoor 4G signal from all four network operators but extensive indoor coverage
remains a challenge.

Affordable Housing
2.25

Affordable Housing remains a key issue. The Draft National Planning Policy
Framework emphasizes that planning policies and decisions should be responsive to local
circumstances and housing developments that reflect local needs should be supported. It
has, however, restated the government position that affordable housing should not be
required on schemes of 10 units or less unless the site is a Rural Exception Site.

2.26

Homes England was launched in February 2018 as the new name for the Homes and
Communities Agency. It will be charged with the responsibility of channelling public
sector investment into new housing and other associated initiatives through housing
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associations, other registered providers and the private sector.
2.27

A Rural Housing Enabler for the East Riding - part funded by East Riding of Yorkshire
Council - was appointed in 2015. This part-time post is part of the Rural Housing
Enabler Network that covers the rural districts of North Yorkshire and reports to the
York, North Yorkshire and East Riding Housing Board. The Rural Housing Enabler
seeks to raise awareness of rural housing needs and to secure new supplies of affordable
housing in rural communities where the population is less than 3,000. This work is
primarily done through liaison with parish councils, registered providers (ie housing
associations), developers, land owners and agents and government bodies such as Homes
England.

Rural Services
2.28

Rural England’s State of Rural Services 2016 Report (published January 2017) presents the
most recent evidence regarding the provision of services to residents and businesses in
rural England. It covers nine service areas - local buses and community transport,
welfare services, access to cash, further education, the retail sector, mental health
services, older people’s services, public health services and community assets.

2.29

The Report states - “Community action is playing a growing part in rural service provision, especially
where there is declining provision as a result of public sector austerity or competitive market pressures.” It
goes on to say - “The demography of rural areas and, in particular, the growing number of older
people has implications for the future of rural services. It places considerable extra pressures on public
services such as GP surgeries and adult social care, especially if funding for them is tight, as it has been
for some years. On the other hand older age groups are more likely to be users of locally based commercial
services in rural areas, such as convenience stores, thus helping them to survive. Retired people who
remain in good health are also likely to make up a good proportion of the volunteers engaged with
providing community-run services.”

Health and Social Care
2.30

MPs held the Annual Rural Vulnerability Day on 25th January 2018 which also saw the
launch of Rural England’s Issues Facing Providers of Social Care at Home to Older Residents in
Rural England Report. The Report highlights the lack of access to home-based social care
services as having severe consequences for the health and well-being of an increasing
number of elderly people in rural communities. Low wages, difficulty in recruiting staff
and the centralisation of services in response to budgetary constraints are cited in the
report as the underlying problems which are compounded by reductions in transport
services leaving rural residents at risk.

2.31

The Integration and Better Care Fund Policy Framework 2017-19 facilitates the mandatory
integration of health and social care through the Better Care Fund. There was a major
injection of social care money announced in the Spring Budget 2017 and this Fund
brings together money for both sectors. The policy framework for the Fund covers two
financial years to align with NHS planning timetables and to give areas the opportunity
to plan more strategically. The total Better Care Fund is £5.1 billion in 2017/18 and
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£5.6 billion in 2018/19. These figures include a new grant allocation for adult social care
- the Improved Better Care Fund of £1.1 billion in 2017/18 and £1.5 billion in 2018/19.
For 2017-19, there are four national conditions - plans to be jointly agreed, NHS
contribution to adult social care is maintained in line with inflation, agreement to invest
in NHS commissioned out-of-hospital services, which may include seven-day services
and adult social care and managing transfers of care. Beyond this, areas have flexibility in
how the Fund is spent over health, care and housing schemes or services, but need to
agree how this spending will improve performance in key areas of need. The Better Care
Programme in the East Riding is premised on keeping people out of hospital and
providing better care; the voluntary sector is essential in achieving delivery.
2.32

In the East Riding of Yorkshire, Age UK - which provided a number of services to older
people and their carers - closed on 31st March 2018. The service is now being
maintained and delivered from Hull; the impact on rural communities in the East Riding
will need to be monitored. Minor Injuries Units in Driffield, Hornsea and Withernsea
have recently been closed and facilities are being concentrated in Beverley, Bridlington
and Goole. This is likely to have some impact on people who live in rural areas and
again, this will need to be monitored.

2.33

Investment in technology remains a key priority in delivering health and social care in the
East Riding and partners are now starting to work together to exploit the benefits. The
use of technology is supporting improvements in the care of people with long-term
conditions and other needs, and to this end new technologies are being developed.
Innovations in digital health, mobile health, telehealth and telecare are transforming
delivery at every level. This is particularly important in rural communities where access
to healthcare can be challenging. There is much being progressed within local GP
practices with Social Prescribing and access to Leisure Centres for groups with specific
health needs.

2.34

Recruitment and retention of staff is particularly challenging in the health and social care
sectors. Recruitment has fallen significantly since the Brexit vote and there are major
shortages. This has implications both for East Riding of Yorkshire Council and the NHS
which have to provide services to a large and aging population over a wide geographical
area. Faced with labour supply challenges across many rural employment sectors,
employers, technology suppliers and business support services are reporting a big
increase in interest in technology which increases labour productivity in sectors such as
health and social care.

Council Services
2.35

East Riding of Yorkshire Council is continuing to create multi-service centres combining
customer service centres, libraries and tourist information provision under one roof. In
addition the Council continues to develop and promote self-service through the Website
and the introduction of ‘My Account’ which tracks all customer enquiries across all
services. This will enable the Council to analyse response times and identify areas for
service improvement.

Education
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2.36

The Department for Education (DfE) introduced a new national funding formula for
schools in 2018/19. In recognition of the additional costs incurred by many rural
schools due to their size and remoteness, the DfE included a sparsity factor in the
national funding formula. For each eligible primary school the amount allocated through
the national funding formula is up to £25,000, with each eligible secondary school
receiving up to £65,000. For 2018/19 and 2019/20 East Riding of Yorkshire Council
has chosen to distribute the quantum calculated by the national funding formula to its
schools using its existing local schools funding formula. The local schools funding
formula allocates sparsity funding of £10,000 to each qualifying primary school and
£50,000 to each qualifying secondary school. Resources available to schools in the East
Riding through the national funding formula showed an overall increase of £4.883million
(2.8%) in 2018/19. The vast majority of this increase was allocated to schools through
the age-weighted pupil unit values, thereby ensuring a more even distribution of the
additional resource across the greatest number of schools. This decision provided
additional protection to smaller schools, many of whom would otherwise have only
received the minimum increase of 0.5% per pupil. The national funding formula is due
to be introduced in full from the start of 2020/21.

Rural Crime
2.37

There has been increasing focus on rural crime over the last two years, particularly that
relating to agricultural equipment, animal cruelty and heritage. In the East Riding, parish
councils are regularly updated by Humberside Police and East Riding of Yorkshire
Council on crime statistics and police initiatives. It is widely recognised, and was
underlined by a Humberside Police Rural Safety Conference in March 2018, that rural
safety requires a distinctively rural approach. Road-users face different risks on rural
roads and tackling rural crime needs a differentiated and specialised response compared
with urban crime. Following the Conference, a Humber Rural Safety Panel has been setup to focus specifically on the needs of rural areas.

Access to Cash, Financial and Telephone Services
2.38

The closure of retail bank branches is a long-term trend as is the reduction in the number
of cash machines; only 11% are located in rural areas. Customers are increasingly
pressed to use internet, telephone or mobile banking services which proves difficult in
areas of the East Riding of Yorkshire with sparse or slow connectivity. In the East
Riding the targeting of cash machines by criminals has been a significant issue over the
last 2 to 3 years.

2.39

The number of post office closures has slowed with current losses primarily the result of
the retirement of sub-post masters and the lack of new business entrants. In the East
Riding, 2% of rural post office provision has been lost during 2017. This remains within
the government target of 95% of the rural population living within a 3 mile radius of a
post office.

2.40

BT is continuing to progress its programme of closure / removal of telephone boxes.
Usage of public phones has dropped dramatically with the growth in mobile phones. Its
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consultation process allows communities to keep, remove or adopt the kiosks. In the
East Riding several are being removed, but many communities consider the telephone
kiosk to be an iconic feature in the village and are choosing to adopt the box. In some
instances they are being put to an alternative use, such as housing a defibrillator.

The Retail Sector
2.41

Online shopping and home delivery is a growing trend for grocery shopping and retail
purchasing more generally. Whilst online shopping may be of value to many rural
customers, for those that face slow broadband connections this creates barriers to
accessing goods and services required for day-to-day living. Online shopping is also
having an impact on the number of shops in small town centres and on the viability of
convenience stores in rural villages. The Plunkett Foundation has reported an increase in
the number of community shops across England, however, it also reports that the East
Riding of Yorkshire is a cold-spot where no community convenience stores have been
developed.

Community & Voluntary Sector Services
2.42

The community and voluntary sector provides a vital role in maintaining services and
supporting communities through a wide-range of activities across all age ranges. The
Cabinet Office commissions a quarterly survey of the sector to assess how small charities
are performing. The most recent report Taking the Pulse published in May 2018 indicates
that demand for services, particularly those delivering social care, is increasing at a rate of
10%, whilst the sector faces a tough financial climate and a 10% decrease in statutory
income. The Report indicates that overall there has been an increase in levels of
informal ad hoc volunteering particularly among young people. The Briefing Paper also
indicates that volunteering in older age groups is falling and again moving away from
formal longer-term commitments. East Riding of Yorkshire Council works in
partnership with the community and voluntary sector via a Service Level Agreement.
The current Agreement is with the NHS Humber Foundation Trust and the Smile
Foundation.

2.43

Despite the Localism Act 2010 - which sought to encourage civic participation and
volunteering - data from the Charity Commission suggests that the number of charities is
falling at a rate of 1% per annum. These statistics are of concern for the Rural East
Riding which historically has less voluntary organisations per 1,000 people than other
parts of the country and where the demographic age of residents is older.

Environment and Land
Sustainable Agriculture
2.44

In the wake of Brexit, the farming sector in the East Riding is facing the most significant
changes to the policy and market environments within which it operates for a generation.
The Government committed in 2017 to maintain the current agricultural support system
until 2022, but beyond this it has recently signalled that it expects to make significant
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changes. The implications of these changes to trading conditions, government support,
research and development, workforce (availability and skills) and the regulatory
environment remain difficult to predict. In February 2018, Defra published a Paper Health and Harmony: the future for food, farming and the environment in a Green Brexit - which
looked at possible ways forward for farming post-Brexit. The Paper underpins an
extensive consultation exercise which was undertaken in Spring 2018.
2.45

Proposed changes to the Common Agricultural Policy include a major reform to Basic
Payments and Countryside Stewardship, with an eventual move to payments to
landowners and land managers for the delivery of public goods. Working with other
partnerships, such as the Local Nature Partnership, Catchment Partnerships and Local
Enterprise Partnerships will be important to maximise the opportunities for the farming
sector to stay profitable and resilient - whilst supporting wider rural issues such as
flooding and climate change in an effective and joined-up way.

2.46

The York, North Yorkshire and East Riding Local Enterprise Partnership is currently
progressing an initiative called ‘Grow Yorkshire’ to replace Common Agricultural Policy
subsidies post-Brexit. The proposal is to establish a coalition of businesses and public
stakeholders which will drive change, create opportunities and support enterprise,
particularly in the food and farming sectors, and to ensure food, farming and the rural
economy generally is fully reflected in the Local Industrial Strategy.

2.47

Agriculture and horticulture, including biorenewables, are vital elements of the economy
in the East Riding of Yorkshire. They are worth around £400 million per annum at
farm-gate prices and under-pin the food supply chain and many other ancillary sectors.
These sectors operate in a national and international context. The Rural Strategy focuses
on those variables that can be influenced locally. This includes attracting and retaining a
skilled workforce and supporting sustainable business development via a mix of locally
delivered policies ranging from planning and flood management / land drainage to
environmental and broadband / mobile connectivity.

2.48

In an intensively farmed area such as the East Riding, ground-breaking technologies and
biosciences hold out the prospect of a new agricultural revolution. However the
challenge facing the sector can be seen in the growing competition with other industrial
sectors in attracting, developing and retaining a skilled workforce to convert this
opportunity to economic reality.

2.49

In April 2017 the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Select Committee reported on
its Inquiry into Agri-Food Labour Supply stating that “evidence submitted to this inquiry
suggests the current problem is in danger of becoming a crisis if urgent measures are not taken to fill the
gaps in labour supply.”

2.50

A recent survey by the National Farmers’ Union (2017) reveals confidence has fallen in
important farming sectors for the East Riding. Horticulture, arable and pigs & poultry
sectors have serious concerns over the prospect of labour shortages in the future and
increases to the National Living Wage. However progress has been made in the last two
years to develop new skills and training resources at Bishop Burton College. New
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Higher Level Apprenticeship Programmes are being finalised and new training modules
to up-skill the existing workforce are in place including operator qualifications on arable
precision farming. Whilst EU and government policy and financial support has enabled
these industry responsive skills and training resources to be put in place, considerable
uncertainty surrounds the economic sustainability of future funding frameworks required
to actually deliver these resources both to new entrants and the existing workforce.

Environment
2.51

In January 2018, the Government published a 25-year plan A Green Future: Our 25 Year
Plan to Improve the Environment. The Plan sets out a comprehensive and long-term
approach to protecting and enhancing the environment. It contains a series of goals,
targets and policy priorities, and recognises that the natural environment is our most
precious inheritance, underpinning wellbeing and prosperity.

2.52

The Plan outlines the creation of a Nature Recovery Network and proposals for 500,000
hectares of new priority habitat across England. It also supports the development of a
new Northern Forest, stretching from Liverpool to Hull and the East Riding, comprising
over 50 million trees and creating accessible local green spaces. The Plan also sets out
proposals for a future national review of landscape designations which would consider
the potential for establishing additional Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).

2.53

The Government intends working closely with stakeholders to deliver the priority
policies set out in the 25-Year Environmental Plan, and local authorities and Local
Nature Partnerships are expected to have a key role to play. Measures contained in the
Rural Strategy will also contribute towards the local delivery of initiatives in the East
Riding.

2.54

In Autumn 2017, a House of Lords Select Committee held an Inquiry into the Natural
Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006. It considered matters relating to rural
advocacy, Natural England, sustainability and biodiversity and the changing context since
2006. The Committee published its report in March 2018 which contained 45
conclusions and recommendations. The Government’s response is awaited.

2.55

In January 2018 the Environment Agency announced a £42 million investment to
upgrade the tidal flood defence scheme in the Humber Estuary - improving flood
protection to 113,000 properties. Whilst much of this investment will be on the Humber
Hull Frontage Scheme, it will also raise tidal defences 4 kilometres either side of the city
boundaries protecting Paull, Hedon and Hessle.

Links to Local Strategies
2.56

The East Riding of Yorkshire Rural Strategy has been designed to support and add value
to other key local Strategies whilst still achieving significant impact in its own right.
These key local Strategies are identified in the East Riding of Yorkshire Rural Strategy
2016-2020.

14

15

3.

Review of Delivery 2016-2018

3.1

The Rural Strategy Action Plans from 2016-2018 have been managed, implemented and
monitored by East Riding of Yorkshire Council and the East Riding of Yorkshire Rural
Partnership. In terms of supporting rural development in the Rural East Riding much has
happened; some of the highlights are identified in Table 1.
Table 1:
Key Objective 1 To ensure rural businesses
are well-connected and
supported

•
•
•
•
•

•
Key Objective 2 To maximise the benefits
of the rural landscape and •
•
heritage
•
•
•
•
•
•

Key Objective 3 To support the
development of the food
and farming sector

•
•
•
•
•

Improved communication for rural business and
tourism customers through networking, including the
East Yorkshire Local Food Network.
Establishment of the Wolds Tourism Business
Network - approximately 50 members.
20,000 annual Local Food Guides produced and
disseminated.
New itineraries and events developed by Wolds
Tourism Business Network.
Local Food Spring Conferences / Local Tourism
Conference held.
Major new nature tourism investments at Tophill Low
and Spurn Visitor Centres.
‘Enjoy Spring in the Wolds’ Campaign launched.
The Yorkshire Nature Triangle Programme provided
1:1 support to over 30 businesses on harnessing the
potential of nature tourism.
A ‘Nature Tourism Business Toolkit’ presented to over
700 people.
The Yorkshire Nature Triangle received national and
regional press attention with articles published in BBC
Wildlife and Welcome to Yorkshire’s Y Magazine.
The inaugural Yorkshire Puffin Festival held at
Flamborough Head in Spring 2018 attracted over 1500
people with regional TV, radio and press coverage.
Annual Countryside Events Programmes produced and
promoted.
New ‘Walk the Halls’ walks at Aldbrough and Skeffling.
Pocklington Canal Heritage Lottery Fund Project under
implementation with a 200th anniversary event
programme in place for 2018.
£725,444 contracted under the European LEADER
Programme to 21 projects - many supporting
innovative farm equipment and farm diversification.
Local consultation with food and farming businesses
conducted by NFU and CLA to inform policy in
respect of Brexit.
NFU launches Pride & Provenance Campaign in
Yorkshire.
New courses and apprenticeships developed by Bishop
Burton College to reflect technological change within
the farming industry.
Potential impacts of leaving the Common Agricultural
Policy following Brexit on the farming sector being
monitored.
15
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Key Objective 4 To work with local
communities to ensure the
sustainable development of
rural places including
market towns
Key Objective 5 To work with rural
communities to develop
and maintain services and
facilities to meet local
needs

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

Key Objective 6 To ensure the needs of the
Rural East Riding are
recognised and addressed
by promoting a Think
Rural approach

•
•
•

•
•

•

£708,000 from community funds linked to energyrelated developments awarded to deliver sustainable
rural development.
New Village Hall Website launched.
Swanland Village Hall achieved Hallmark Quality
Standard.
South Holderness Parish Cluster Website launched.
Rural Safety Forum initiated by Humberside Police.
Promotion of Community-Led Housing Initiative three schemes being progressed.
Engagement with up to 20 parish councils to discuss
rural housing needs, 7 housing need surveys undertaken
in parishes and preparation of 5 feasibility plans under
way on Rural Exception Sites.
Rural Housing Event held 22nd May 2018 - 80 people
attended, many from local communities.
Improved superfast broadband available approximately 47,000 premises reached by the
Broadband East Riding Programmes.
Strong customer take-up of superfast broadband - 630
Connection Vouchers issued from the Better
Broadband Scheme.
Increasing 4G mobile network coverage.
5 Area Lead Parish Transport Champions and 90 local
representatives recruited, and given appropriate training
and resources to investigate and report on local
transport issues.
Demand-responsive bus services and Section 22
community bus services have replaced some
conventional bus service provision following 2016 Bus
Services Review.
Wheels-to-Work Scheme provides access to
employment and education for people living in
settlements with no regular bus service.
East Yorkshire Community Transport Ltd successful in
bids for finance to develop new services for older
people, families and children.
Regional Funders Forum Event held with 40 funding
bodies and 350 delegates.
Community Funds Linked to Energy-Related
Developments Network established.
Consultation responses made on a range of government
documents/inquiries, including Shale Wealth Fund,
Select Committee on the 2006 Natural Environment
and Rural Communities Act, Health and Harmony: the
future for food, farming and the environment and
England Coast Path.
Consultation responses made on a range of local plans,
including Economic Strategy, Voluntary Sector Strategy
and health and wellbeing.
Joint Local Access Forum Sub-Group established to
improve the focus on ‘strategic’ Public-Rights-of-Way
issues, including submission of evidence for a House of
Lords Select Committee Enquiry.
Lobbying for continued maintenance funding for
National Trails undertaken.
16
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3.2

Case Studies are an important mechanism in demonstrating success, and provide an
opportunity for sharing best practice. In respect of the Rural Strategy, they show in
detail the impact that is being achieved through the Action Plans on rural communities in
the East Riding of Yorkshire. Some examples are included below:

The case studies which follow will be designed and laid out more effectively by Print & Design

Parish Transport Champions Develop Local-Level Response

Agri-Food Pride and Provenance Campaign Success

The Network
95 North
ParishEast’s
Transport
has a continued and enhanced role. This
The of
NFU
Pride Champions
and Provenance
Campaign
aimsresponse
to demonstrate
the needs
strength
and
involves a more
localised
to transport
in parishes
- assessing and where possible
value
of
Yorkshire’s
agri-food
sector
and
to
bring
implementing the local transport solution. Champions are also raising awareness in their area of
them together to promote the contribution of
existing public and community transport provision and working with neighbouring parishes to
local farming, food and drink businesses to the
facilitate joined-up
sustainable transport solutions. All champions are supported by East Riding
local economy.
of Yorkshire Council officers with technical advice and assistance.
Together, the current campaign supporters generate £3 billion of turnover
and employ
24,000
people in Yorkshire. Support for the campaign is
Healthy Homes
Project
Success
continuing to grow.

A recent project has helped rural residents in East Yorkshire, who live with an existing health
condition made worse by living in a cold home. The Healthy Homes Project was funded by
British Gas Energy Trust and devised in partnership the
between
Humber
Wolds Rural
Action
Memorial
Halland
in Burton
Pidsea.
Whilst
many
of its special
and East Riding of Yorkshire Council. It was delivered
in 69retaining
villages; in
communities
which are
features,
a
modern
multipurpose
off-gas and on the fuel poverty spectrum. The total project spend was £261,092.
building has been created to serve
of Burton
and the
The ‘Social Return on Investment’ shows that for the
everyparish
£1 invested
in Pidsea
the Healthy
Homes
surrounding
area.
Project, £3.53 worth of ‘Social Value’ was created. This
was delivered
through:

•
•
•
•
•

This initiative included strong

Improved community health & service provision
partnership working with the local
Improved health & well-being for residents church which came to the rescue
Burton Pidsea Memorial Hall
and housed activities displaced
Improved life satisfaction
from the Hall during building work.
Reduction
fuel poverty
BurtoninPidsea
Memorial Hall
The official opening by the LordImproved
accessProgramme
& affordability
quality housing.
undertakes
ofto
Rebuild
Lieutenant of the East Riding of
and Renovation

Yorkshire, took place in May 2018. It

The support provided by the Healthy Homes Projectincluded
was designed
so that theofclient
was at the
a rededication
the Hall
Following a successful bid from the
heart of alllocal
decisions
made to
theirLottery
home warmer.
The Project
was able to
offer an
as a memorial
to parishioners
who
community,
themake
National
alternative matched
renewablebyheating
system, insulation
checks
and some
cost of
served
in thegrant-aid
First andtowards
Secondthe
World
contributions
from
Wars
and
the
launch
of
a
history
of
community
wind-farm
funds
provided
installing insulation in the loft, cavity wall and external walls. Advice was provided on switching
funding for
rebuilding
renovating
the Hall and
itsalso
users.
tariffs, energy-saving
measures
andand
general
energy efficiency.
It was
given on how to keep
warm over the winter period.
Rural Crime
Reduced
through
the use
of Automatic Number Plate Recognition
Swanland
Village
Hall Leads
the Way
Technology

Swanland Village Hall has achieved Level Three Hall Mark which is a national
Assurance
SchemePolice,
recognised
major insurance
companies
Working inQuality
partnership,
Humberside
parishby
councils,
local communities
andand
wind-farm
funding bodies. It is the first in the East Riding to do so and is proud of its
fund panels have delivered an initiative which is helping to make rural communities feel safer in
success. Level Three requires the Management Group of a Village Hall to
and aroundengage
Lissett,with
Burton
Pidsea and to
Withernwick.
Automatic
Number
Plate Recognition
the community
ensure it meets
its charitable
objectives
serving
(ANPR) Cameras
- which
usecommunity.
modern technology
been installed
key30roads
to aid in
all sections
of the
Currently- have
the Village
Hall hason
over
different
crime prevention
and reduction.
cameras
have been
financedevents
by theare
Lissett,
Burton
Pidsea
users groups
regularlyThe
using
the venue,
and special
regularly
held
at the weekend,
through
the Swanland
Screen
Programme.
and Withernwick
Wind Farms
Community
Funds and
are located
in hotspot areas identified by
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Healthy Homes Project Success
A recent project has helped
rural residents in East Yorkshire,
who live with an existing health
condition made worse by living in
a cold home. The Healthy Homes
Project was funded by British
Gas Energy Trust and devised
in partnership between Humber
and Wolds Rural Action and East
Riding of Yorkshire Council.
It was delivered in 69 villages;
in communities which are off-gas
and on the fuel poverty spectrum.
The total project spend was
£261,092.
The ‘Social Return on Investment’
shows that for every £1 invested in
the Healthy Homes Project, £3.53
worth of ‘Social Value’ was created.
This was delivered through:
• I mproved community health
and service provision
• I mproved health and well-being
for residents
• Improved life satisfaction
• Reduction in fuel poverty
• I mproved access and
affordability to quality housing.
The support provided by the
Healthy Homes Project was
designed so that the client was at
the heart of all decisions made to
make their home warmer.
The Project was able to offer
an alternative renewable heating
system, insulation checks and
some grant-aid towards the cost
of installing insulation in the loft,
cavity wall and external walls.
Advice was provided on switching
tariffs, energy-saving measures and
general energy efficiency.
It was also given on how to keep
warm over the winter period.

Affordable Homes for
Hutton Cranswick
Together Housing and East Riding
of Yorkshire Council are working in
partnership to develop affordable
housing in Hutton Cranswick.
A housing needs survey has been
carried out in the settlements of
Hutton and Cranswick and a need
for low cost housing has been
identified. Following public open
days, the scheme has received
the support of residents. Planning
approval has been secured and 10
affordable homes will be built for
rent and sale.

A Rural Voice: Yorkshire Food
Farming and Rural Network
The Yorkshire
Food, Farming
and Rural
Network (YFFRN) is an important
regional body set-up by Defra to
identify and feedback to Central
Government on matters of concern
to rural businesses, including
farming, and communities. The
Chairman meets regularly with
Defra Ministers to exchange
information and ideas.
The YFFRN carries-out a ruralproofing role and directly helps to
shape national rural policy. It also
feeds back on the impact of local
emergencies, such as flooding,
helping to ensure that the correct
support can be put in place as
necessary for rural communities
and businesses.
East Riding of Yorkshire Council’s
Rural Policy and Partnerships
Manager represents both the
Council and the East Riding of
Yorkshire Rural Partnership on the
Network’s Executive Committee
ensuring a strong rural voice for
the East Riding of Yorkshire.
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Rural Crime Reduced through
the use of Automatic Number
Plate Recognition Technology
Working in partnership,
Humberside Police, parish councils,
local communities and wind-farm
fund panels have delivered an
initiative which is helping to make
rural communities feel safer in and
around Lissett, Burton Pidsea and
Withernwick. Automatic Number
Plate Recognition (ANPR) Cameras
- which use modern technology
- have been installed on key
roads to aid in crime prevention
and reduction. The cameras have
been financed by the Lissett,
Burton Pidsea and Withernwick
Wind Farms Community Funds
and are located in hotspot areas
identified by the Police. The cost
of initial survey work, installation,
insurance, ongoing monitoring
and maintenance is being paid for
by Humberside Police working
in partnership with Farm Watch.
Communities are being enabled to
work with the police to monitor
property, prevent criminal activity
and gather evidence. A resident
of Burton Pidsea, commented “Although it may be difficult to
measure the impact of the cameras
anything that makes the community
feel safer is to be welcomed.”

Goole Fields Wind Farm (courtesy of Innogy)
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Goole Fields Wind Farms
Community Fund Supporting Communities
for Many Years to Come
The first Goole Fields Wind Farm
started operating in 2014 and the
second in 2016.
Together, they have resulted in
the creation of a Community Fund
into which the operator, Innogy
Renewables UK, contributes a
minimum of £250,000 per annum.
The Accountable Body for the
Fund is East Riding of Yorkshire
Council which also provides
administration support.
An independent Fund Panel
decides which local projects
will be supported and is
responsible for disbursing the
money. Reflecting on the needs
of the area and feedback from
community consultations, the
Fund Panel is keen to encourage
and support longer-term
sustainable projects as well as
those meeting immediate needs.
Innogy’s Community Investment
Officer said - “Over the past year
we have been working closely
with our partners and the local
community to ensure the design
and flexibility of this fund meets
local needs. We are greatly looking
forward to the expanded fund
supporting fantastic community
projects for many years to come.”

Foggathorpe Meadow brings Parish Back to Life
Following the closure of its school, post office and chapel the residents of
four tiny rural hamlets in East Yorkshire feared that their sense of community
was disappearing along with their facilities. Determined to breathe life
back into their parish six residents lobbied the Parish Council to take on a
neglected, two acre plot of land and set about transforming it into a parish
meadow and orchard. Four years on this Community Group is thriving,
with plans to develop a bog garden and a programme of annual events
on the meadow. A Committee Member said - “It wasn’t that long ago that
Foggathorpe had lost everything - its school, church and post office - and there
were very few new, young people moving into the village. Since this project has
been up and running, it is starting to feel very much alive again; it’s a place
people really do want to be.”

Rural Tourism Business
Networks Flourish
Around 100 delegates attended
a major rural business tourism
event in October 2017 to
help make connections and
enhance businesses. Held at
Driffield Showground, the event
Making Connections to Grow your
encouraged those attending
Rural Tourism Business - October 2017
to network and to learn more
about what is happening in the
sector. The shared aim of those attending was to increase the number
of visitors to the area and celebrate locally produced food and drink.
Delegates heard from inspirational explorer and BBC presenter Paul Rose
who talked about his career, including his time as the base commander of
the Rothera Research Station in Antarctica, his current work with National
Geographic and his love of the Yorkshire Wolds. Paul said - “It was a real
pleasure to speak at such a positive event and to hear from so many local
businesses that share a common ambition - to make the East Riding and
the Wolds a first-class visitor destination.”
A number of local rural tourism businesses described how being a member
of a business network had helped their business to grow. Caroline Sellers
established her organic farm and bakery business, the Side Oven Bakery,
at Foston-on-the-Wolds 15 years ago. She said - “We found networking
important right from the start; people are generous with advice and help. As a
small business, you can often feel alone and that is why it is so nice to have that
support network. Connecting with each other helps our businesses to grow.”
Delegates were also updated on current and forthcoming promotional activity
associated with developing the tourism market in the Rural East Riding.
The presentations encouraged a great deal of positive feedback as well as
ideas from delegates, which underlined the key role rural business networks
play in supporting local businesses to thrive and in developing the wider East
Riding rural economy.
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Boot-It Club Successful Community Venture in Barmby Moor
This is the story of a village pub and a computer club that originally were
separate entities but are now inextricably woven into a successful community
venture. The Boot-It Club arose from concern about community isolation
evident in the village and parish of Barmby Moor. Following a meeting in the
Boot and Slipper Pub it was agreed that the Boot and Slipper could become
a social hub for the whole community; the idea for a computer-based project
was born - in effect a learning opportunity for the community which reduces
social isolation. The pub is an attractive venue and informal. The landlord
and the brewery were supportive and further funds came from Connecting
Communities. Numbers were strong quite quickly. The Club now has ‘Small
Charity’ status and is a self-funding body.
The Club meets on Thursday mornings and the details are published on
the website. Coffee, tea, hot sausage rolls and cakes are always provided.
Each session costs £6 and includes refreshments. Participants have learned to
Skype, amongst other IT skills. The Club has an arrangement with TESCO for
multiple orders from people who have difficulty going shopping to be sent
in as a bulk order and delivered to the pub, from which they are collected or
distributed. Each Thursday session has a topic as a learning experience with
the last half-hour set aside for troubleshooting for anyone who needs help.
Financially the club has benefitted from grants / support from East Riding
of Yorkshire Council, Barmby Moor Parish Council and the National Lottery.
As well as becoming a genuine community hub, attendance at the pub has
been boosted making it more sustainable. The landlord hosts regular events,
including Christmas fairs, feast days, wakes, coffee mornings, craft fairs and
parties. Remembering its ‘social’ origins as the motive for the Project, the most
significant development may well be the Chit-Chat Club held once a month on
a Thursday evening - drop-in for a conversation and a cup of tea, a listening
ear will always be there. The inspiring achievements of the Boot-IT Club and
the pub were recognised in the Award of Highly Commended Community Pub
from the Countryside Alliance.

Aldborough Community Events
Group aims to Promote the Area
and Enhance Community Spirit
In 2016 community groups in
Aldbrough came together with the
Parish Council to establish a new
Events Group. The aim of the Group
is to bring business, community
groups and residents together in the
community to promote the area and
enhance community spirit. The Group
organised its first event in December
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2016; a successful Victorian Christmas
Market was held in the village.
The event was held again in
December 2017 with an enhanced
programme of activities. The
new village Events Group is also
promoting local business through the
creation of a Household Directory
and the organisation of events
including a memorial service on
Remembrance Day and an annual
parish picnic, walk and bonfire party.

New Visitor Facilities at Tophill Low and Spurn Point
In Spring 2017, a new
education facility and
state-of-the-art viewing
hide opened at Tophill
Low Nature Reserve,
which is managed by
Yorkshire Water. The new
wildlife viewing centre
commands elevated views
over the 170 million gallon
reservoir. It features a 10
metre-long viewing gallery
with telescopes and
real-time camera footage
broadcast on televisions
Tophill Low Visitor Centre
(courtesy of Yorkshire Wildlife Trust)
showing live scenes from
across the nature reserve.
The facility has significantly broadened the visitor offer - attracting a more
general ‘spring-watch’ type audiences in addition to wildlife enthusiasts.
March 2018 saw the opening of the new visitor gateway to Spurn National
Nature Reserve. The new Discovery Centre offers fantastic views of the
reserve and the Humber estuary with excellent wildlife viewing opportunities.
The facility includes a café, a dedicated education space for school groups
and displays offering an insight into the variety of wildlife and habitats to be
found in the reserve and Spurn’s rich heritage.
The building has been purpose-designed to match the unpredictable demands
of Spurn’s natural environment and has a dual role in both safeguarding
Spurn’s wildlife and the significant number of people who venture to the
peninsula each year to enjoy its unique wildlife, including the extraordinary
spectacle of spring and autumn bird migration. Funding for the new building
has been provided by energy supplier E.ON - through its Humber Gateway
Offshore Wind Farm Community Fund - and the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government through the Coastal Communities Fund.
The Spurn Discovery Centre
has recently won the Best
Public Service Building Award
at the North and East Yorkshire
Building Excellence Awards
2018 (Best Education Building).
In addition, the full reserve
experience - incorporating the
2016 fully restored lighthouse
and Spurn safari trips - was a
finalist in the Visitor Attraction
category of the Remarkable East
Yorkshire Tourism Awards.

Discovery Centre - Spurn Point Visitor Centre
(courtesy of Yorkshire Wildlife Trust)
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Parish Transport Champions Develop Local-Level Response
The Network of 95 Parish Transport Champions has a continued and
enhanced role. This involves a more localised response to transport needs
in parishes - assessing and where possible implementing the local transport
solution. Champions are also raising awareness in their area of existing public
and community transport provision and working with neighbouring parishes
to facilitate joined-up sustainable transport solutions. All champions are
supported by East Riding of Yorkshire Council officers with technical advice
and assistance.

Local Heritage Walking Guides Bring Benefits to All
Several excellent examples of local heritage walking guides have recently
been published in the East Riding, including community-led projects in the
Vale of Snaith and Holme on Spalding Moor.

Local Heritage Walks

Led by dedicated volunteers, these projects have brought communities
together to learn more about the local landscape through researching,
developing and publishing a range of heritage walks. The guides have been
supported and promoted by local businesses as they add to the rural tourism
offer. They also enable visitors and residents to enjoy the countryside, helping
to encourage healthy outdoor exercise and improving local access provision.
There is substantial potential to develop this model further and undertake
more heritage walking projects across the East Riding, highlighting the many
fine walks and fascinating history the landscape has to offer.
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First Electric Community Transport Minibus and Car in Holderness
North Holderness Community Transport (HART) has secured £99,000 from the
European LEADER Programme for an electric minibus and an electric car to
run as part of its community transport operation.
The Project will improve access to public and commercial services,
employment, education, health facilities and social activities for schoolchildren,
community groups and residents of Holderness without access to a car or
suitable public transport. This will be achieved through the deployment and
provision of low-cost, fully accessible, zero-emission sustainable community
transport using a new 16 seater minibus and 5 seater car.
Using the electric car enables a more cost-effective solution to short journeys
between villages and market towns, which are often the most difficult to
provide, typically for individuals connecting them to medical facilities and
local amenities. This part of the Project will also enable younger drivers to
become volunteers using a standard driving licence.
Using the electric minibus for group travel to access educational and social
activities, and for individuals to access local coastal and market town facilities,
will help to reduce social isolation in remote villages in southern Holderness.
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Action Plan 2018/19 - 2019/20

26

The overall delivery, monitoring and review of the Action Plan are the responsibility of the East Riding of Yorkshire Rural Partnership and East
Riding of Yorkshire Council - through its Rural Policy & Partnerships Section. To facilitate this, a tailored Monitoring Framework has been
developed. In addition, progress will be discussed at quarterly meetings of the Rural Partnership. The Action Plan will be reviewed annually and will
be an important indicator in measuring the success of the Rural Strategy.

The six Programmes of Activity will be delivered in 2018-2020. Broad-based, each Programme of Activity is underpinned by a rationale and includes
a modest number of high-level actions. Some indication of key outputs and delivery partners are included. Each Programme of Activity will be
backed-up with further more detailed Delivery Plans which will include projects, activities, timescales and resources where appropriate. Delivery of
the Programmes of Activity outlined in the Action Plan will be underpinned by:
• A programme-lead approach with key stakeholders
• Policy guidance to inform economic, social and environmental activity
• An online evidence-base to inform and support project development and funding proposals
• A Think Rural approach which will ensure that service delivery planning takes account of, and addresses, rural challenges
• Promotion and involvement of rural networks
• Local engagement and participation by rural communities.

This document identifies the key actions necessary to deliver the Broad Tasks and Key Objectives defined in the Rural Strategy 2016-2020 - which
will, in turn, help to achieve the Rural Strategy’s Goal and Vision. The Action Plan is a living document which evolves and which can respond to
needs and opportunities as the Rural Strategy progresses. In light of current policy and financial uncertainties and in an effort to enhance the
effectiveness of the Action Plan, the Broad Tasks, Actions and Activities have been rationalised and grouped into six Programmes of Activity. These
Programmes link to the 6 Key Objectives and will focus on:
• Rural Business including Rural Tourism
• Rural Landscape and Countryside Access
• Farming and Food
• Rural Infrastructure
• Rural Services
• Rural Sustainability.

Introduction

4.
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Programme of Business-to-Business events and activities
that deliver:
• Increased membership of rural business networks
• Improved business opportunities - commercial
contacts, sharing resources, knowledge transfer
• Joint marketing of products and services by rural
businesses.
Integrated package of business advice and training including matters in respect of Brexit - that helps business
growth and delivers a stronger rural economy.
Small-scale infrastructure projects developed which have
resulted in new / expanded businesses and a stronger rural
economy.
Expansion of the East Riding’s rural tourism sectors /
offers, including the nature tourism sector, resulting in an
increase in visitor numbers and spend and a stronger rural
economy.

Provide specialist business advice and training to support rural
business creation and development, including information,
advice and guidance related to Brexit.

Develop small scale infrastructure that encourages rural
business growth.

Grow the new and emerging rural tourism sectors.

Key Outcomes

Deliver a programme of individual and joint rural business
network activity to enable businesses to benefit from closer
networking.

Action

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships
VHEY
Rural Business Network Steering Groups
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
Hull & East Yorkshire Local Nature
Partnership (HEYLNP)

ERYC: Business Development, Regeneration
and Funding, Technology and Transformation
Services, Rural Policy & Partnerships
Local Enterprise Partnerships

ERYC: Business Development
Bishop Burton College
Local Enterprise Partnerships

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships
Visit Hull & East Yorkshire (VHEY)
Rural Business Network Steering Groups

Key Partners

This integrated Programme of Activity is designed to provide opportunities for business growth and mitigate rural business isolation. It links to the following Programmes of
Activity - Rural Infrastructure, Rural Landscape and Countryside Access, Food and Farming, Rural Sustainability.

Programme Rationale
90% of rural businesses are defined as micro or small. It is well documented and researched that, owing to their scale, isolation and work pressures, small rural businesses often
struggle to engage with potential suppliers, markets and knowledge transfer. Alongside farming and food production, rural tourism is instrumental in shaping the place that is the
Rural East Riding and is consequently a key focus for this Programme.

Programme of Activity 1: Rural Business including Rural Tourism Development

Key Objective One - To ensure rural businesses are well connected and supported.
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Projects which improve the local landscape delivered
resulting in:
• An enhanced quality-of-life and wellbeing for residents
• A well-managed and protected landscape
• An enhanced rural economy.
Improved management of flood water risks and coastal
erosion - alleviating real and potential problems for
residents and businesses, including farming.

‘Walking for Health’ and countryside events programmes
promoted and delivered, and increasing numbers of people
engaging with the countryside thereby improving health
and wellbeing.

Deliver a range of projects which reduce the risks from flooding
and coastal erosion.

Deliver projects that encourage more people to access the
countryside for health and wellbeing.

Key Outcomes

Deliver initiatives that enhance the East Riding of Yorkshire
landscape.

Action

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships, Culture
and Customer Services, Public Health
JLAF
VHEY
Parish Councils
HEYLNP

ERYC: Infrastructure and Facilities, Culture,
Tourism and Sustainable Development
Environment Agency
Internal Drainage Boards
Catchment Partnerships
Parish Councils

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships, Culture,
Tourism and Sustainable Development
Local Nature Partnership
East Riding of Yorkshire & Kingston Upon
Hull Joint Local Access Forum (JLAF)
Local Heritage Groups

Key Partners

This integrated Programme of Activity links to the following Programmes of Activity - Rural Business including Rural Tourism Development, Food and Farming, Rural
Sustainability.

Programme Rationale
The East Riding of Yorkshire is a predominantly rural area covering approximately 930 square miles. The natural environment is integral to the economy, biodiversity and
quality-of-life and wellbeing of residents in the East Riding. A wide-range of landowners and organisations are actively involved in the management of the rural landscape and
heritage. Whilst largely agricultural in nature, the East Riding has an extensive network of public rights-of-way, nature reserves and other green spaces which provide a widerange of opportunities for outdoor recreation and enjoyment, including countryside events programmes, outdoor festivals, the Yorkshire Wolds Way National Trail and the
planned opening of the new England Coast Path. The Government’s recently published ’25-Year Plan to Improve the Environment’ sets out a series of long-term national
policies to use and manage land sustainably, protect nature and help people to improve their health and wellbeing by visiting green spaces. The 25-Year Plan and forthcoming
post-Brexit agricultural policy will be key drivers in shaping the management of the rural landscape in the East Riding looking ahead, and the Rural Strategy Action Plan will
contribute to the successful delivery of key initiatives.

Programme of Activity 2: Rural Landscape and Countryside Access

Key Objective Two - To maximise the benefits of the rural landscape and heritage.
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Develop the local food sector - both within its own right and by
integrating local food into the tourism and hospitality offers.

East Riding of Yorkshire food and farming interests
recognised at regional and national levels.

Work with networks at local and regional levels to develop and
implement initiatives to meet opportunities and challenges for
the farming and food sectors posed by Brexit, including the
‘Grow Yorkshire’ Initiative.

Expansion of the local food sector and enhanced tourism
offer, resulting in a stronger rural economy.

Locally relevant initiatives related to Brexit identified and
delivered to support the farming and food sectors.

Farm businesses have the information they need to make
informed management decisions in respect of Brexit.

New Apprenticeship Frameworks developed and delivered,
providing opportunities for young people and
strengthening the farming and food sectors.

Workforce up-skilling training developed and delivered and
farming and food businesses better able to respond to
changes presented by Brexit.

Key Outcomes

Provide information, advice and guidance related to Brexit to
farmers.

Provide training to the farming and food sectors to meet
challenges and opportunities presented by Brexit, and to help
business growth.

Action

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships
East Yorkshire Local Food Network
Wolds Tourism Business Network
VHEY

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships
Bishop Burton College
National Farmers’ Union
Country Land and Business Association
Yorkshire Food, Farming & Rural Network
York, North Yorkshire and East Riding LEP

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships
Bishop Burton College
National Farmers’ Union
Country Land and Business Association

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships, Business
Services
Bishop Burton College
Training Providers

Key Partners

This integrated Programmes of Activity links to the following Programmes of Activity - Rural Business including Rural Tourism Development, Rural Landscape and Countryside
Access, Rural Sustainability.

Programme Rationale
In the wake of Brexit, the farming sector in the East Riding is facing major changes to the policy and market environments within which it operates. The importance of farming
and the agri-food supply chain to the East Riding (both in its own right and the other sectors it underpins) is well documented and recognised by East Riding of Yorkshire
Council and the Rural Partnership. Over the next two years through the Brexit process, this Programme of Activity will develop a shared understanding amongst key
stakeholders of the factors facing the local farming and food sectors and develop practical solutions to help farmers meet the challenges and opportunities these will bring.

Programme of Activity 3: Food and Farming

Key Objective Three - To support the development of the food and farming sector.
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Sustainable rural transport network in place, including
community transport and enhanced connectivity and
access to services and facilities.
An adequate supply of good quality rural housing provided
to meet a range of needs, including affordable housing, and
a more sustainable countryside.

Develop and implement solutions to rural housing issues.

Improvement in mobile network coverage, resulting in
enhanced connectivity for rural communities.

Increase in the number of broadband connection vouchers
issued and connectivity improved.

Increase in the number of premises reached by superfast
broadband, resulting in a stronger rural economy and
enhanced opportunities for rural residents.

Key Outcomes

Provide access to public transport, including community
transport.

Improve access to effective broadband and mobile services,
including the exploration of innovative methods of extending
connectivity in hard-to-reach areas.

Action

ERYC: Forward Planning and Housing
Strategy, Rural Policy & Partnerships
Housing Associations
Parish Councils

ERYC: Transportation Services
East Yorkshire Motor Services
Community Transport Operators’ Network
Parish Councils

ERYC: Technology and Transformation
Services
Broadband Providers
Mobile Network Operators
Ofcom

Key Partners
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This integrated Programme of Activity links to the following Programmes of Activity - Rural Services, Rural Business including Rural Tourism Development, Rural Sustainability.

Programme Rationale
Effective rural infrastructure is vital if rural communities are going to be sustainable; the countryside needs to be digitally-connected, a place where everyone can get around and
an affordable place in which to live. Recent upgrades have substantially improved the digital infrastructure in many parts of the East Riding, particularly relating to superfast
broadband and 4G mobile technology and this will continue, but gaps in provision still exist, especially in sparsely populated rural locations. In 2016, ONS data identified 25,200
households in the East Riding that have no access to a car or van meaning that local bus services play a major role in providing access and inclusion. Without these rural bus
services social isolation and loneliness would significantly increase. Public and private sector service provision is reducing in rural areas due to austerity and competitive
pressures and the ageing nature of rural populations will continue to add pressures - especially true in relation to transport. The community transport sector is further challenged
by the Department for Transport consultation regarding Section 19 and 22 Permits which potentially has far reaching consequences for the sector. A lack of an adequate supply
of the full range of housing options in rural communities starves rural communities of employment and services. Unless this issue is addressed through innovative approaches
such as community-financed and owned properties, rural settlements will become increasingly unsustainable. This Programme of Activity will support progress in connectivity
relating to broadband, mobiles and transport for rural businesses and rural households and work to address rural housing issues.

Programme of Activity 4: Rural Infrastructure

Key Objective Four - To work with local communities to ensure the sustainable development of rural places, including market towns.
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Key Outcomes
Increased collaborative working and projects delivered to
fill gaps in service provision.

Service networks established, supported and developed and
rural services provided and sustained.
New ways of delivering rural services identified and
delivered and enhanced sustainability.

Action

Broker relationships between the public, private, voluntary and
community sectors to facilitate collaborative projects that
address challenges and gaps in services, including the
development of funding bids.

Build capacity in rural communities through the development of
new and existing service networks, including the Village Halls
Network and Parish Transport Champions.

Develop innovative ways of working to deliver rural services,
including community ownership.

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships,
Humber & Wolds Rural Action
East Riding Voluntary Action Services
NHS Humber Foundation Trust
Parish Councils

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships,
Transportation Services
ERARCB

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships,
Regeneration and Funding
Humber & Wolds Rural Action
East Riding Voluntary Action Services
NHS Humber Foundation Trust
Parish Councils

Key Partners

This integrated Programme of Activity links to the following Programmes of Activity - Rural Infrastructure, Rural Business including Rural Tourism Development, Rural
Sustainability.

Programme Rationale
It is widely recognised that providing accessible good quality services to rural communities poses challenges including geography, economies of scale, access, broadband and
delivery costs. This is particularly true in rural areas where delivery costs are up to 20% higher and where sparsity of population results in limited returns for the commercial
sector. Lack of evidence of deprivation results in low priority in grant-aid by major charities and funding streams. Budgetary constraints combined with the transformation of
local government agendas results in a requirement for residents to be self-serving and operate in a digital economy - against a backdrop of poor connectivity. In the East Riding
of Yorkshire these challenges are exacerbated by an ageing population, poor road infrastructure and a seasonal rise in service demand in coastal locations. There is significant
evidence to demonstrate that rural isolation causes major health and wellbeing issues for people of all ages. Collaborative working between the public, private and voluntary
sectors provides real potential to build local solutions to these issues. This Programme of Activity will work to secure access to services and facilities for rural communities.

Programme of Activity 5: Rural Services

Key Objective Five - To work with rural communities to develop and maintain services and facilities to meet local needs.
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Raise awareness about rural funding programmes, including
rural community funds, and initiate collaborative funding
applications.

Identify and deliver a programme of rural-proofing activity.

Ensure that there is a strong Rural Voice and that the needs of
rural communities are heard at national, regional and local
levels.

Action

Increase in number of applications being made to rural
funding programmes.

Greater awareness of funding available for rural
development.

Evidence of a culture of Think Rural, especially in plans,
policies and programmes.

Increase in rural-proofing activity.

Support is secured from funding and other appropriate
programmes to tackle needs.

The needs of rural communities in the East Riding of
Yorkshire are recognised nationally, regionally and locally.

Key Outcomes

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships,
Regeneration and Funding
Humber & Wolds Rural Action
Parish Councils
Rural Community Fund Panels

ERYC; Rural Policy & Partnerships
Private Sector

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships
Parish Councils

Key Partners

This Programme of Activity is an overarching one linking with all the other Programmes of Activity. It will put in place the infrastructure needed to ensure that there is a
continuing focus on rural issues, and mechanisms to address the challenges facing rural communities.

Programme Rationale
Rural areas have long been the ‘poor relation’ in respect of major funding opportunities in the face of prioritisation being given to urban areas, where the needs are more readily
identified and visible. Rural communities in the East Riding of Yorkshire face a range of challenges relating to economic, social and environmental factors. Whilst the East
Riding of Yorkshire is predominantly ‘rural’, there are some larger settlements, including Bridlington, Goole and Beverley, which have evidence-based needs in respect of
economic and social development. It is essential, both nationally and locally, that the needs of the Rural East Riding remain high on agendas and that it receives an adequate share
of the cake. The challenges faced by rural communities are being exacerbated by the uncertainty of funding streams post-Brexit. Financial austerity measures also continue to
bite. The shrinking of the state as a consequence of public sector austerity since 2008 means that to preserve an effective level of local services, particularly in rural areas where
distance makes this more expensive, new ways of service delivery have to be created. Communities will need to become even more resilient, and need to be encouraged and
supported to do more on their own account through partnership working and volunteering. The development of rural-proofing facilities, including the production of the Rural
Strategy, is a positive means of raising the Rural Voice. It will also support the establishment and implementation of approaches which help those responsible for the provision of
services in the Rural East Riding to maximise their impact in rural communities. Efforts to attract scarce resources must continue. Key rural funding opportunities in the East
Riding include rural community funds and European LEADER funding.

Programme of Activity 6: Rural Sustainability

Key Objective Six - To ensure the needs of the Rural East Riding are recognised and addressed by promoting a Think Rural approach
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Ensure the Rural Strategy is resourced and delivered.

Identify and disseminate best practice rural development case
studies from within the East Riding of Yorkshire and across the
UK.

Support rural communities to become more resilient.

Strengthen the role of the Rural Partnership, including the
development of Rural Networks / Forums.

Successful delivery of the East Riding of Yorkshire Rural
Strategy 2016-2020.

Uptake of best practise models in the Rural East Riding.

Database of best practice rural development activity.

New Community Forums are established.

Increase in number of volunteers and community
champions in rural communities.

Rural communities are more self-sustaining.

New Rural Networks / Forums are established.

Rural Networks / Forums continue to develop.

Rural Partnership continues to be effective.

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships,
Regeneration and Funding
Humber & Wolds Rural Action
East Riding Voluntary Action Services
NHS Humber Foundation Trust

ERYC: Rural Policy & Partnerships
Rural Networks and Forums
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NOTES

This document can be made available in
other languages or formats if required.
To request another format, please
contact us on Tel: (01482) 391697

